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A heavy summer wheat erop on the outskirts of Peking. 


C HINA is self-sufficient in grain. 

In the past quarter-century, 
led by Chairman Mao and the Chi¬ 
nese Communist Party, our people 
have self-reliantly solved the long¬ 
standing historical problem of 
grain shortages. 

On the eve of the founding of 
the People’s Republic of China in 
1949, the imperialists declared 
that China’s increasing population 
created “an unbearable pressure 
upon the land” and predicted that 
the new China would not be able 
to feed her several hundred mil¬ 
lion people. According to impe¬ 
rialist logic, China could survive 
only by importing rice and flour 
and becoming their colony. 

In the 25 years since that predic¬ 
tion, China’s population has grown 
from 500 million to nearly 800 
million, an increase of nearly 60 
percent. Her grain production in 
the same period has more than 
doubled from 110 million to over 
250 million tons, outstripping her 
population growth. 

Though the per capita consump¬ 
tion of grain is still not very high, 
it is guaranteed by a system of 
planned supply. Grain prices have 


remained stable. The state, the 
people’s communes as collectives, 
and their member-households sep¬ 
arately, all store reserves. This 
guarantees the grain needs of the 
people, in good years or bad. Every 
one of China’s nearly 800 million 
people has food to eat. 

Having achieved self-sufficiency 
in grain, and in fact a surplus, 
China is free from foreign control, 
able to export and import very 
small amounts of grain — on the 
basis of equality and mutual ben¬ 
efit — to provide the people with 
a more varied diet and to suit cer¬ 
tain needs of foreign trade. The 
imperialist prediction has been 
exploded. 

Grain is a basic necessity of life. 
The imperialists and colonialists, 
both old and new, often use con¬ 
trol of grain markets as a means of 
meddling in other countries’ af¬ 
fairs. In semi-feudal, semi-colonial 
China, imperialism, feudalism and 
bureaucrat-capitalism worked hand 
in glove to exploit and oppress the 
Chinese people so that the masses, 
especially the peasants, became 
impoverished. Farm production 
was severely impaired or ruined. 
Just before the liberation, the grain 


yield per hectare of land was only 
about a ton. 

The imperialists carried out a 
twofold exploitation. On the one 
hand they plundered China’s farm 
and auxiliary products and her 
natural resources. On the other, 
they dumped their surplus rice and 
flour in a show of “philanthropy”, 
but actually to increase China’s 
dependence on them. The old 
China had to import grain almost 
every year to supply the big coast¬ 
al cities. In the vast countryside 
and inland towns, a bad year 
always meant famine, begging for 
food and death by starvation. 
After the big drought in 1920, 20 
million people in five northern 
provinces became refugees and 
500,000 perished from hunger. 

How did China solve the food 
problem left behind* by the old 
society? The answer lies in what 
Chairman Mao said, in rebuttal of 
the dire prediction of the imperial¬ 
ists, “Revolution plus production 
can solve the problem of feeding 
the population.” 

And that is how the new China, 
where the people are their own 
masters, has solved it in the last 
25 years. A series of social rev- 
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olutions has taken place in the 
countryside — land reform, agri¬ 
cultural cooperation and the form¬ 
ing of the people’s communes. 
Production has been developed by 
relying on the superior system of 
socialism, giving full scope to the 
collective strength of hundreds of 
millions of peasants, adhering to 
the national economic policy which 
takes agriculture as the foundation 
and industry as the leading factor, 
and ensuring increased support for 
agriculture by all other branches 
of the economy. 

Destroying Shackles 

In old China 70 to 80 percent of 
the farmland was owned by land¬ 
lords and rich peasants. The 
masses of poor peasants were 
tenants, who had to pay 60 to 70 
percent of their harvests in rent. 
Farming individually with crude 
tools on small plots, and subjected 
to this relentless exploitation, they 
could hardly maintain production, 


let alone develop it. Grain output 
was extremely low. 

The land reform carried out 
under Communist Party leadership 
soon after the liberation destroyed 
the system of feudal land owner¬ 
ship, broke the shackles that had 
fettered rural productive forces for 
many centuries, and aroused the 
peasants’ enthusiasm for produc¬ 
tion. Immediately afterwards, the 
Party led the peasants in moving 
forward along the road of collec¬ 
tivization pointed out by Chairman 
Mao — first to mutual-aid teams 
which had the rudiments of social¬ 
ism, then to semi-socialist coopera¬ 
tives in which land was pooled, 
then to fully-socialist cooperatives 
in which land was collectivized, 
and draft animals and farm tools 
were bought by the collective. 
Thus the labor power, land, draft 
animals and farm tools in the rural 
areas all came under unified man¬ 
agement, helping production to 
expand. 


Storing the bumper summer harvest in east China. 
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In 1958 the fully-socialist co-ops 
amalgamated into people’s com¬ 
munes. With greater collective 
economic strength, the communes 
were able to organize both work 
force and means of production on 
a still larger scale and apply them 
still more effectively. The produc¬ 
tive forces in the countryside ex¬ 
panded greatly. Being both eco¬ 
nomic units and basic units of 
political power in the countryside, 
the communes are better able to fit 
agricultural production into the 
national economic plan. 

In leading the peasants along the 
road of collectivization, the Chi¬ 
nese Communist Party constantly 
educates them in socialism. It 
helps them to free themselves 
gradually from the idea of private 
ownership, rooted in thousands of 
years of individual farming, and 
build up the idea of farming for 
the revolution. It leads the peas¬ 
ants in criticizing capitalist tend¬ 


encies, resisting the interference 
and sabotage by revisionist lines, 
keeping to the socialist road, and 
consolidating and developing the 
socialist collective economy. 

After taking part in collective 
productive labor, the peasants have 
plenty of time for study, which is 
one of their rights. They study 
the works of Marx, Engels, Lenin 
and Stalin and the writings of 
Chairman Mao, and the Party’s 
guiding principles and policies. 
They discuss national affairs and 
take part in political activities. 

Because their political perspec¬ 
tive is constantly widening and 
their socialist consciousness grow¬ 
ing, China’s hundreds of millions 
of peasants are able to tell right 
from wrong and keep to the social¬ 
ist road in the thick of the sharp 
class struggles in the countryside. 

They have taken an active part 
in the Great Proletarian Cultural 


A reservoir built by the people of Linchu county, 
Shantung province, irrigates large tracts of dry land. 



Revolution and the movement to 
criticize Lin Piao and Confucius. 
They have been criticizing Liu 
Shao-chi and Lin Piao for pushing 
a counter-revolutionary revisionist 
line and examining and repudiat¬ 
ing the schemes of these two rene¬ 
gades to sabotage socialism. They 
are criticizing the doctrines of 
Confucius and Mencius which Lin 
Piao used as an ideological weapon 
for restoring capitalism. They see 
that the Confucian ideas that 
“those above are wise and those 
below stupid” and “fate decides” 
were actually spiritual shackles 
fastened on them for centuries by 
the reactionary ruling classes. 
They have a better understanding 
of Chairman Mao’s historical ma¬ 
terialist concept, “The people, and 
the people alone, are the motive 
force in the making of world his¬ 
tory”, and amply recognize their 
own vital role in building social¬ 
ism. As their spiritual outlook 
broadens and deepens, farm pro¬ 
duction too grows with great vigor. 

Aim High 

When Chairman Mao issued the 
call, “In agriculture, learn from 
Tachai”,* China’s new-type peas¬ 
ants, equipped with socialist con¬ 
sciousness, launched a mass move¬ 
ment to do so. They turned their 
own spirit of self-reliance and 
hard work into enormous strength 
for changing the face of nature, 
pushing socialist agriculture for¬ 
ward and transforming low-yield 
areas into high. Typical of this 
determination and drive is the way 
the peasants of the three northern 
provinces of Hopei, Shantung and 
Honan changed theirs from disas¬ 
ter-prone and grain-deficient areas 
into grain-sufficient ones. This 
they did by relying on the strength 
of the collective socialist economy 
and their own all-out effort. 

These three provinces lie in the 
valleys of the Yellow, Huai and 
Haiho rivers. In China’s past his¬ 
tory, droughts often turned their 
land into a parched desert and 
floods left it a watery waste. In 
famine years the toll of life ran 
into tens or even hundreds of 
thousands. Farm production was 
further disrupted through exorbi¬ 
tant taxes and exploitation of all 


* The Tachai production brigade is a na¬ 
tional pacesetter in agriculture. See the 
November 1974 issue of China Reconstructs. 
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The Chiangtu water control junction on the lower Yangtze River has greatly aided farming in northern Kiangsu province. 


kinds by the reactionary ruling 
classes, and in modern history by 
imperialist plunder. 

To maintain their rule, the feu¬ 
dal dynasties for many centuries 
and the Kuomintang reactionary 
government in more recent times 
used to grab huge quantities of 
grain each year in the areas south 
of the Yangtze and the Huai rivers, 
then shipped them north to supply 
their officialdom and soldiery. 
The Grand Canal linking north and 
south was built mainly for this 
purpose. The calamity-ridden peo¬ 
ple of the three northern provinces 
had always longed to overthrow 
the reactionary rule, conquer both 
droughts and flood and free them¬ 
selves from poverty. 

After the birth of the new China, 
Chairman Mao and the Party Cen¬ 
tral Committee concerned them¬ 
selves with the plight of the people 
of these provinces. Chairman Mao 
made frequent visits of inspection 
and gave important instructions on 
harnessing the Huai, Yellow and 
Haiho rivers, calling on the people 
to “change the situation in which 
grain had to be shipped north from 
the south”. 

The people of the three prov¬ 
inces responded by building a 
series of large-scale water-control 
projects over a period of years. 
Since the cultural revolution be¬ 


gan, their peasants’ enthusiasm for 
learning from Tachai and building 
a socialist countryside has mount¬ 
ed all the higher. Every winter 
and spring now tens of millions of 
people turn out to work on water- 
control projects. More than a 
thousand kilometers of the Yellow 
River Dyke in Honan and Shan¬ 
tung provinces have been raised 
and reinforced, ending the old pat¬ 
tern of “two breaches every three 
years”. Several thousand water¬ 
ways in the Huai and Haiho basins 
have been dug or dredged. All 
this has freed some seven million 
hectares of land from flood and 
waterlogging. 

Besides harnessing rivers, the 
people of these three provinces 
have made basic improvements 
of their farmland, centering on 
drought prevention. In the moun¬ 
tains they have built reservoirs, 
terraced the slopes and planted 
trees to control erosion. In the 
plains they have dug wells and 
canals, opened up sources of fer¬ 
tilizer and improved alkaline soils. 
To increase yields, they have in¬ 
troduced superior seed strains, ra¬ 
tional close-planting and inter¬ 
cropping, and increased the multi¬ 
crop area. 

By 1970 Hopei, Shantung and 
Honan had become basically self- 
sufficient in grain. By 1973 their 


total grain production was 2.5 
times that of 1949. After putting 
aside enough for food grain, seed, 
collective reserves, and consump¬ 
tion in their own cities and towns, 
the three provinces sold a total of 
500,000 tons of surplus grain to 
the state. This not only turned 
their dream of self-sufficiency into 
a reality, it was a big step toward 
self-sufficiency in grain for all of 
north China and an important 
one in solving the food problem 

nationally. 

In south China where natural 
conditions are more favorable and 
yields generally higher, the peas¬ 
ants are applying the spirit of con¬ 
tinuing the revolution they have 
learned from Tachai to raise yields 
still higher and change over from 
two crops a year to three. Relying 
on the strength of the collective, 
and with help from the state, they 
work constantly to improve soils, 
water conservation and fertilizer 
supply, increase mechanization 
and farm more scientifically. 
Through many years of effort, 
China has built up several bases 
for the supply of market grain — 
among them are the Yangtze River 
delta, the Pearl River delta, the 
Tungting Lake area and Chiang- 
han plain. These places, where 
high yields are now guaranteed in 
all weathers, play an important 
role in feeding the nation and 
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Two leaders of the Tachai production Loading chemical fertilizer made by a county synthetic ammonia plant, 

brigade join the scientific farming group 
in studying a superior strain of wheat. 


meeting the needs for socialist 
construction. 

China’s countryside today is bet¬ 
ter able to withstand drought and 
prevent flood and waterlogging. 
Close to 17,000,000 hectares of 
low-lying fields have been freed 
from waterlogging. The irrigated 
area has increased notably. There 
are extensive tracts of all-weather 
fields in every province, munic¬ 
ipality and autonomous region. 
More than 200 counties and cities 
supply commodity grain every 
year in amounts ranging from 
50,000 to 350,000 tons. 

All-out Support for Agriculture 

All the departments of China’s 
economy are guided, in their plans 
and measures, by Chairman Mao’s 
general policy, “Take agriculture 
as the foundation and industry as 
the leading factor”. All do their 
utmost to support agriculture. The 
heavy industries exercise their 
leading role to the full by supply¬ 
ing more and better farm ma¬ 
chinery, chemical fertilizer, pesti¬ 
cides, fuel and trucks every year, 
thus helping agriculture to mech¬ 
anize on the basis of collectivi¬ 
zation and increasing its labor 
productivity. 

The farm machinery industry 
was non-existent in old China. To¬ 
day more than 20 provinces, munic¬ 
ipalities and autonomous regions 
manufacture their own tractors, 
walking tractors, diesel engines 
and pumps for farm use. The rural 
areas, devoid of industry through¬ 
out their long past, are now dotted 
with small hydroelectric power 
stations and small factories pro- 
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ducing steel, farm machinery, 
chemical fertilizer and cement. 
Ninety-six percent of the counties 
have their own factories making 
and repairing farm machines. 

In 1973 the country produced six 
times as many tractors and 32 
times as many walking tractors as 
in 1965, the year before the cul¬ 
tural revolution, and the tractor- 
plowed area almost doubled in 
that same interval. Pumps with a 
capacity of 30 million horsepower 
have greatly expanded the areas 
irrigated and drained by ma¬ 
chinery. 

When north China was hit by 
severe droughts in 1971-73, indus¬ 
try speeded the production of drill 
rigs. Such help was an important 
factor in ensuring good crops in 
each of the three dry years. Some 
330,000 wells were dug there in 
1973 alone. 

The finance departments, too, 
went all out to aid agriculture. 
While the self-reliant development 
of farm production by the people’s 
communes is the foundation of 
advance, the state appropriates 
certain funds every year to assist 
large-scale water-control projects 
and other measures for increasing 
farm output. The state fiscal 
policy is not to increase the agri¬ 
cultural tax when production in¬ 
creases. In the period soon after 
China’s liberation, the agricultural 
tax amounted to 12 percent of an¬ 
nual farm production. Now it 
takes up only 5 percent. 

The government also takes 
measures to narrow the “scissors” 
gap between industrial and farm 


prices. While retail prices for grain 
and principal non-staple foods 
paid by the consumer have re¬ 
mained the same, the prices at 
which farm and sideline products 
are bought by the state have been 
repeatedly raised, and those charg¬ 
ed for agricultural means of pro¬ 
duction (machinery, fertilizers, etc.) 
repeatedly cut during the last 25 
years. Purchasing prices for prin¬ 
cipal farm and sideline products 
today are more than 90 percent 
higher than in 1950, prices for 
chemical fertilizer, pesticide, and 
diesel oil are one-third to two- 
thirds lower than in 1950. In this 
situation, while ensuring that their 
members’ incomes increase from 
year to year, the people’s com¬ 
munes also amass more funds to 
spend on mechanization, diversify¬ 
ing their economy and setting up 
small industries serving agricul¬ 
ture, thus speeding its over-all 
development. 

But even though China’s devel¬ 
oping agriculture is supplying the 
country with the necessary food 
grain, production has yet to catch 
up with the increasing demands of 
the people’s everyday life, econom¬ 
ic construction and aid to other 
countries. The yield per unit area 
is still not very high; the ability 
to fight natural disasters still not 
very strong and the level of mech¬ 
anization still low. Viewed from 
any angle, there is a great poten¬ 
tial for further increases in grain 
production. The Chinese people 
are working self-reliantly to build, 
before too long, a modem socialist 
agriculture with high and stable 
yields. 
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What Do We Mean by... 

‘Take Grain as the Key Link and 
Ensure All-round Development’? 


C HINA is a socialist country and 
her agricultural development 
is aimed at consolidating - the na¬ 
tional economic base and meeting 
the needs of socialist construction 
and her people’s livelihood. As in 
industry, production in agriculture 
is not for profit, nor is it governed 
by the capitalist law of value. 
China’s economy is planned and 
develops proportionately. Agricul¬ 
tural production is part of the na¬ 
tional economic plan and serves 
the needs of the state. 

“Take grain as the key link and 
ensure an all-round development” 
is an important policy formulated 
by Chairman Mao to guide the 
development of the country’s agri¬ 
culture. It reflects the law of 
China’s economy which develops 
according to plan and propor¬ 
tionately. Under this policy, grain 
production comes first, but at the 
same time a proper ratio is main¬ 
tained between grain and other 
crops, and between field cultiva¬ 
tion, forestry, animal husbandry, 
side-occupations ; and fishery. The 
aim is to ensure an all-round 
development of farm economy. 

Over the past 25 years, the 
Chinese people, under the leader¬ 
ship of the Chinese Communist 
Party, not only have solved the 
problem of feeding themselves by 
following the policy of self-reliance 
but have also produced a grain 
surplus. Surplus grain goes to feed 
the industrial cities, and to support 
industrial crop areas and those 
engaged in forestry, animal hus¬ 
bandry and fishery, and sideline 
production units. With their sup¬ 
ply of grain guaranteed, everyone 
can engage in production with¬ 
out worry. Thus, an increase in 
grain production also promotes 
the over-all development of agri¬ 
culture, forestry, animal hus¬ 
bandry, sidelines and fishery. This 
contributes to the accumulation of 
funds and the provision of raw 
materials and markets for industry. 
An expanding industry and agri¬ 


culture enables China to continue 
building socialism on an independ- . 
ent basis. 

In drafting the annual plan for 
agriculture, the planning depart- ^ 
ments of the Central Government, " 
provinces (or autonomous regions), 
administrative areas, counties and 
people’s communes repeatedly dis¬ 
cuss and study what measures will 
be needed at each level to imple¬ 
ment the basic policy. When fixing 
the area to be planted with various 
crops, the planning departments 
first make sure that the acreage 
allocated for grain will be sufficient 
to guarantee the required output. 

A number of bases for the supply 
of market grain have been built up. 
They produce high yields even in 
years of drought or waterlogging 
and play an important role in feed¬ 
ing the nation. Every sector of the 
national economy serves agricul¬ 
ture, which is the base. Finance 
departments allot funds; the state 
invests in large projects for irriga¬ 
tion and flood control; factories 
produce farm machinery to ac¬ 
celerate mechanization. The un¬ 
derlying consideration of all is to 
implement the policy of taking 
grain as the key link and ensuring 
an all-round development. 

As the grain supply increases, 
the state gradually carries out 
plans for the extension of in¬ 
dustrial crops, forestry, animal 
husbandry, side-occupations and 
fishery. The policy is applied on 
a nationwide basis. Staple crops 
vary in accordance with regional 
conditions and are fixed under the 
unified state plan. In general, the 
main work of production teams in 
people’s communes is . grain grow¬ 
ing. It is on this basis that they 
cultivate other crops, develop 
forestry, animal husbandry, side¬ 
lines or fishery. In those areas 
mainly cultivating economic crops 
or engaging in forestry, animal 
husbandry or fishery, grain and 
other crops are also grown on a 
subsidiary basis wherever possible. 


The principle is that every area 
has its main emphasis while also 
shouldering other tasks. Only thus 
can an all-round socialist agricul¬ 
tural economy be developed. 

In China, implementation of the 
agricultural policy can be roughly 
divided into two stages. The first 
stage began in 1956 with the 
setting up of agricultural pro¬ 
ducers’ cooperatives throughout 
the country. The scattered small 
peasant economy turned collective. 
Manpower, land, farm tools and 
other means of production came 
under unified management. This 
created the conditions for increas¬ 
ing grain production and, at the 
same time, developing a diver¬ 
sified economy. But each co-op 
had only about 100 households and 
70 hectares of farmland. Their 
small scale limited all-round devel¬ 
opment. 

Co-ops amalgamating into peo¬ 
ple’s communes in 1958 initiated 
the second stage. A commune 
generally has several thousand 
households with a population of 
around 10,000 and many more 
thousands of hectares of land. It 
has much more manpower, ma¬ 
terials and funds than a co-op. 
Therefore, formation of people’s 
communes paved the way for 
further implementation of the 
policy — ‘ ‘Take grain as the key 
link and ensure an all-round 
development”. 

Guided by this policy, China has 
been constantly reusing .agricul¬ 
tural production. Since 1962 — for 
twelve years running — she has 
had good harvests. In 1973, the 
yields of grain and cotton surpass¬ 
ed all previous levels and there was 
an all-round development of farm¬ 
ing, forestry, animal husbandry, 
sidelines and fishery. The summer 
harvest in 1974 showed a substan¬ 
tial increase over the previous 
year, and although figured for the 
autumn crops are not yet available, 
forecasts are good. 
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A workers* theoretical study group and professional theoreticians study together 
historical material on the struggle between the Confucian and Legalist schools. 


W HEN people’s thinking 

changes, the whole factory 
is transformed,” says Sung Yu- 
hsin, secretary of the Party com¬ 
mittee of the Peking People’s 
Machinery Plant. Here are several 
examples. 

Early in 1974, not long after the 
movement to criticize Lin Piao and 
Confucius began, five workers put 
up a big-character poster that 
aroused a strong reaction through¬ 
out the plant. 

The poster blasted the Confucian 
idea that “those who work with 
their minds govern, those who 


work with their hands are gov¬ 
erned”, that “those above are wise 
and those below stupid”. Lin Piao 
also advocated these ideas. 

The poster went on to say that 
to Confucius, the wise who were 
above were natural rulers while 
the masses of the people were 
stupid and should always be en¬ 
slaved. Lin Piao considered himself 
a genius, “the noblest of men”. He 
likened himself to a “heavenly 
horse” that can traverse the skies 
at will. He believed that the 
masses were born stupid and 

only concerned themselves with 

♦ 


matters of rice, firewood, oil and 
salt. Though the two men lived 
some 2,000 years apart, they 
thought along the same lines. Both 
sided with the decaying systems of 
their times: Confucius with the 
slave system, Lin Piao with capi¬ 
talism. Both regarded the masses 
as riffraff and held it right for a 
small number of people belonging 
to a specially-privileged class to 
ride on the backs of the masses. 

It was pointed out in the poster 
that if you don’t want to return to 
the old road there must be constant 
criticism and repudiation of the 
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Workers attend a shop exhibition on the struggle between the Confucian and Legalist schools. 


remnants of old thinking which 
reflect old social systems. Linking 
this with the actual situation in the 
plant, the poster said, “Lately 
members of the Party committee 
have not been taking part in labor. 
If they continue like this they will 
become more and more divorced 
from the masses. In fact such a 
work style reflects their stand of 
regarding themselves as ‘above’ 
and ‘wise’, while the masses are 
‘below’ and ‘stupid’.” 

In conclusion the poster asked 
the Party committee members, 
“Do you still remember the ham¬ 
mers we gave you at the time the 
committee was formed? If you go 
on like this and take no part in 
labor, which class will you be 
serving?” 

A Meeting of Hammers 

Back in September 1971 when 
the cultural revolution had scored 
great successes, a new Party com¬ 
mittee had been set up at the plant. 
Several young workers made 17 
hammers and wrote on the handles 
the words “Don’t divorce yourself 
from labor, keep your heart close 
to the masses”. They presented 
these to the 17 members of the 
Party committee as a gift from the 
2,800 workers and staff members. 
At first the committee members 
followed this advice conscientious¬ 
ly. They often worked in the shops 
and kept in close touch with the 
masses. 

Gradually, however, some mem¬ 
bers began to spend more and 
more time at meetings and in their 
offices. They became content to 
rely on briefings for information 
as to what was going on in the 
shops. The masses began to criti¬ 


cize: “We don’t want the Party 
committee members to come to the 
shops because we need extra 
hands. The question is, does the 
Party committee want to keep 
close to the masses, is it carrying 
out Chairman Mao’s revolutionary 
line of relying on the masses? 
This is what is important.” 

The Party committee was quick 
to admit that the poster was cor¬ 
rect and had grasped the essence 
of the problem. It immediately put 
up a poster accepting the criticism 
and called a “meeting of ham¬ 
mers”. 

All 17 members of the commit¬ 
tee came with their hammers. 
They were joined by the writers of 
the poster, the representatives who 
had made the gift presentation in 
1971 and representatives from the 
shops. Party secretary Sung Yu- 
hsin led the discussion of Chair¬ 
man Mao’s teaching, “By taking 
part in collective productive labor, 
the cadres maintain extensive, 
constant and close ties with the 
working people. This is a major 
measure of fundamental impor¬ 
tance for a socialist system.” 

He thanked the workers for 
their timely warning and pointed 
out that whether to rely on the 
masses in earnest as true Marxists 
should, or to regard them as stupid 
as Lin Piao and Confucius and all 
reactionary rulers did, is in essence 
a struggle between the two lines 
represented by Marxism-Leninism 
on the one hand and revisionism 
on the other. 

Discussion was lively. The 
“meeting of hammers” became a 
meeting to criticize Lin Piao and 
Confucius. 


Workers who wrote the poster 
said they had also learned a lot 
from the discussion. They saw 
that as ordinary workers they 
should know what they were 
working for, and what attitude 
they should take toward their jobs. 
“We are masters of the country,” 
they said. “We should work with 
a high sense of responsibility and 
make a bigger contribution to the 
revolution.” 

A resolution passed by the Party 
committee fixed Wednesday as the 
day for all cadres to work in the 
shops. Furthermore a “meeting of 
hammers” was to be held every 
season to examine how the resolu¬ 
tion was being carried out and to 
exchange experience. 

Party committee members im¬ 
mediately put the resolution into 
practice and made a point of hav¬ 
ing frank talks with the workers 
whenever there was an oppor¬ 
tunity. The foundry was picked 
out as an “experimental spot” for 
gathering experience on how to 
lead the movement to criticize Lin 
Piao and Confucius. The results 
were to be spread throughout the 
plant. 

Since the younger workers had 
never lived in the old society, they 
found it hard to understand what a 
capitalist restoration would mean. 
To help fill this gap, the Party 
committee called on the Commu¬ 
nist Youth League branch to send 
its members to the foundry where 
there were the greatest number of 
veterans and make an investiga¬ 
tion of the family histories of its 
300 workers. 

The young people found that at 
least 90 families had either fled 
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Veteran worker Liu Ching-Ian (right front) tells young 
workers about his bitter experiences in the old society. 


Sung Yu-hsin (seated), secretary of the plant’s 
Party committee, at work in the foundry. 


from famine, begged or had their 
families broken up. Nineteen chil¬ 
dren from these 90 families had 
been sold and 113 persons had 
either died of illness because they 
could not afford medical care or 
become disabled through beatings 
by landlords or capitalists. At the 
foundry criticism meeting, the old 
workers described their bitter ex¬ 
perience in the old society and 
lashed out at Lin Piao for trying 
to restore capitalism through the 
use of doctrines of Confucius and 
Mencius. 

. Technicians’ Desks 

As criticism of Lin Piao and Con¬ 
fucius deepened, the people’s ha¬ 
tred of revisionism grew and their 
love of socialism became more in¬ 
tense. Criticism stimulated every¬ 
one to ponder such questions as: 
How do we recognize revisionist 
influence and get rid of it? How 
can we make our plant always ad¬ 
vance in the direction pointed out 
by Chairman Mao? 

One of the questions raised by 
many people concerned the techni¬ 
cians’ desks. 

During the cultural revolution, 
technicians had moved their desks 
from their offices into the shops 
where they could constantly con¬ 
sult the workers about designs and 
technological processes. The work¬ 
ers had thought it a good practice. 
But after a while the idea began to 
circulate that this was “a depar¬ 
ture from normal practice”. In the 
name of strengthening technical 
management, the technicians were 
told to move their desks back to 
their offices. This was a step back 


to the pre-cultural revolution 
method of work with the techni¬ 
cians alone responsible for design¬ 
ing and decision on processes, 
while the workers did what they 
were told. 

Why was it that the technicians’ 
desks were moved out of the 
shops? Because, as the masses 
pointed out, people’s minds were 
still influenced by the idea that 
“those above are wise and those 
below stupid”. It was a question of 
standpoint, a matter of whether, in 
technological matters, to rely on 
the masses of the workers or on 
only a small group of people. It 
was a matter of what line to 
follow. 

The technical department held 
an earnest discussion and, sup¬ 
ported by the Party committee, 
sent out technical service teams to 
all the shops and provided them 
with desks and materials. This 
meant that the workers could con¬ 
sult the technicians whenever they 
ran into a technological problem. 
Workers and technicians were 
together able to correct irrational 
and impractical links and make 
improvements. 

The factory then set up a three- 
way cooperation group composed 
of workers, leaders and technical 
personnel to develop new products. 
The majority of members were 
workers and a veteran worker was 
the leader. Their first job was to 
design an urgently needed four- 
color cylinder offset press to be 
used for printing color pictures in 
books for children and young peo¬ 
ple. “We’ll show Lin Piao that the 


working people are neither stupid 
nor backward,” the workers said. 

Members of the group went to 
other printing research and pro¬ 
duction units in the city for advice 
and information. They went to 
each shop in their own plant to 
explain the importance of making 
the machine by their own efforts. 
The workers pledged unanimous 

support. 

Initial designs were ready in 
a few months. Every member of 
the group joined in making the 
parts and working out processes. 
The completed sample machine 
was exhibited for all the workers 
to inspect and make suggestions 
for improvement. 

The new product went into trial- 
production at the end of one year 
instead of the two years planned. 
Exultant, the workers called it “a 
tangible result of our criticism of 
Lin Piao and Confucius”. 

More Innovations 

The No. 2 processing shop had 
always been a weak link in the 
production process, its members 
often hard put to it to complete 
their assignments. In the first 
quarter of last year the shop was 
required to meet some stiff targets. 
Worried, shop director Chou Mei- 
tung sat a long time at his desk 
trying to figure out some way to 
fill the demands. Finally he called 
on another plant for help. 

That day he emerged from his 
office to see a poster that had been 
put up by workers in his shop. 
Entitled “Rely on the Masses or 
Seek Aid from Outside?” it pointed 
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out that to have no faith in the 
initiative of the rank-and-file 
workers but only to believe in 
one’s own figures was another ex¬ 
pression of “those above are wise 
and those below stupid”. 

A worker for nearly 20 years, 
Chou had never looked upon him¬ 
self as one of “those above who 
are wise” or thought of the work¬ 
ers as “those below who are 
stupid”. But as he thought over 
what he had done since becoming 
shop director, he realized he had 
changed and now thought of him¬ 
self as the one who knew best the 
over-all situation and therefore 
had the greatest right to speak. 
He had consulted the workers less 
and less. He had actually thought 
himself wiser than the masses. He 
had to admit the workers’ criticism 
was correct. 

He called a general shop meeting 
and announced all the figures. 
“We can shoulder the heavy as¬ 
signment,” the workers said. 
“Pressure is a good thing. We’ll 


turn it into our motive force. We’ll 
work hard to bring a change.” 

All the teams vied to take on 
bigger assignments. Working as a 
collective, the members of each 
team contributed his or her ideas 
on how to fulfill the targets and 
make innovations. Three young 
women workers made an auto¬ 
matic fixture and fitted it to a ma¬ 
chine, which raised productivity 
sevenfold. Others improved a 
machine for punching holes and 
boosted efficiency fourfold. A 
hydraulic automatic lathe made by 
the shop’s three-way cooperation 
group in just one month raised 
productivity of one process sixfold. 
There were more than a hundred 
innovations in all. 

Each time a new piece of equip¬ 
ment was made through technical 
innovation, the workers held an 
on-the-spot meeting pointing out 
that this was a criticism of Lin 
Piao and Confucius. With Chair¬ 
man Mao’s teachings that “the 
masses are the real heroes” and 


that knowledge is born of practice, 
they criticized such reactionary 
ideas as “the masses are backward” 
and “there are people born with 
knowledge” preached by Lin Piao 
and Confucius. 

They reviewed the development 
of their plant — grown from a 100- 
man shop making foot-operated 
printing equipment to a big plant 
making large precision printing 
machines, including some for ex¬ 
port. Recalling this growth and 
the vigorous development through¬ 
out the country helped the work¬ 
ers recognize their own strength 
and inspired them to move for¬ 
ward with still greater drive. 

The Movement Spreads and 

Deepens 

The workers learned that it was 
not enough to hate Lin Piao and 
Confucius. What was more im¬ 
portant was to criticize their ideas 
from a Marxist standpoint, ap¬ 
proach and method. All the shops 
formed theoretical study groups. 
A young woman worker, Chang 
Hsiu-lan, had written the poster 
about the Party committee’s ham¬ 
mers. Though very shy, as a mem¬ 
ber of her shop’s theoretical group 
she gave a vivid talk on “The Re¬ 
actionary Life of Confucius”. 
More than 200 workers are now in 
theoretical groups and one-third of 
the workers and staff have joined 
spare-time study groups. 

To deepen their criticism; work¬ 
ers and staff, applying the prin¬ 
ciple of making the past serve the 
present, made a study of the 
struggles between the Confucian 
and Legalist schools and the entire 
class struggle over the past 2,000 
years. Many took part in writing 
commentaries of Legalist works 
and critical notes for the Con¬ 
fucian classics. Now they are crit¬ 
icizing Lin Piao’s bourgeois mili¬ 
tary line. Other activities to spread 
the movement include exhibitions, 
color-slide showings and storytell¬ 
ing gatherings. 

Today everyone in the plant is a 
critic. Posters are everywhere. 
There are frequent reports and 
criticism • meetings. The plant is 
both a factory making printing 
machines and a big school for 
studying Marxism-Leninism-Mao 
Tsetung Thought. 


Assembly shop workers at the Peking People’s Machinery 
Plant inspect printing machines before packing. 
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THREE NEW PROJECTS 


Yellow River Water Control 


fields of metallurgy, coal mining, 


J^ROM the mountains which rise 
above the upper reaches of 
the Yellow River in the Ningsia 
Hui Autonomous Region, one looks 
down on a long dam and power 
stations. Through this dam, the 
turbulent down-rushing water of 
the Yellow River is channeled 
through headgates into seven large 
trunk canals which irrigate over 
200,000 hectares of land. From the 
power stations a dozen high- 
voltage transmission lines carry 
electricity to the surrounding 
countryside and factories. 

This is the Chingtung Gorge 
Water Control Project, one of the 
major constructions in the first 
stage of work to control and de¬ 
velop the Yellow River. It is Chi¬ 
nese-designed and built. 

Construction of the project start¬ 
ed in 1958. It began supplying 
water for irrigation in 1960 and 
generating electricity at the end of 
1967. Grain production in the 
7,000 square kilometer irrigation 
area has averaged over three tons 
per hectare over the past few years 
and some counties, communes and 
brigades have achieved over six 
tons. Water from the Yellow River 
has made it possible to establish 
dozens of farms, orchards and 
forest-farms on desert land and 
dry riverbeds at the foot of the 
Holan Mountains and on the Ordos 
tableland. There is now ample 
water for the irrigation area, while 
flooding by the Yellow River has 
ended. 

The Chingtung Gorge project is 
the hub of the power grid in 
the autonomous region. Formerly 
without modern industry, Ningsia 
is now rapidly developing in the 


machine tools, chemical fertilizers, 
farm machinery and textiles. The 
total value of industrial production 
in the region last year was more 
than four times that in 1966, the 
year before the Chingtung Gorge 
power stations began generating. 
Ninety-five percent of the agricul¬ 
tural production teams in the irri¬ 
gation area now have electricity. 

As early as the Chin dynasty, 
over 2,000 years ago, the laboring 
people of various nationalities in 
Ningsia began to use the Yellow 
River for irrigation. But before 
liberation the corrupt and inept 
rulers had never attempted to dam 
the river. All they did to counter 
the frequent floods was to build a 
temple on the east side of Ching¬ 
tung Gorge to underscore the be¬ 
lief that the fate of the people lay 
in the hands of the “Dragon King”. 

After the founding of the Peo¬ 
ple’s Government Chairman Mao 
issued the call, “Work on the Yel¬ 
low River must be done well.” 
Control of the river was begun in 
a planned way. The Chingtung 
Gorge project — with its head¬ 
quarters in the Dragon King’s 
temple — was started in 1958 dur¬ 
ing the big leap forward. 

The complete project embraces a 
concrete dam 697 meters long and 
42 meters high with six sets of 


rriHE Hunan-Kweichow railroad 
A runs westward from Chuchow 
in Hunan province to Kweiyang in 
Kweichow province — a distance 



generators, two headwork power 
plants, seven spillways, three sluice 
gates and a switchyard. Most of 
the work was done during the win¬ 
ter low-water season so as not to 
interfere with irrigation. To save 
time and economize, the builders 
used traditional local methods to 
make 250,000 cubic meters of 
earth-and-straw cofferdams which 
diverted the river while the foun¬ 
dations were dug. The cost of the 
cofferdams was 80 percent lower 
than if concrete or sand and stone 
had been used, and work efficiency 
was raised. 


of over 630 kilometers. Built in 
just two years (October 1970 to 
October 1972), it links up the Che- 
kiang-Kiangsi line in the east and 
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the Kweiyang-Kunming line in the 
west to form an east-west trunk 
line across south China parallel to 
the Lunghai line in the north. It 
is thus of great political, economic 
and strategic significance. 

Szechuan, Yunnan and Kwei- 

' # 

chow provinces, which cover a vast 
area in southwest China, are rich 
in natural resources, but because 
of the many high mountains, thick 
forests, swift rivers and precarious 
paths, means of transportation 
have always been lacking. After 
liberation the state built or rebuilt 
northern and southern railroads 
which made it possible to reach 
other parts of the country from the 
southwest. But there was still no 
direct line to the capital, Peking, 
or to the industrially developed 
east and mid-south. Moreover, the 
capacity of these lines was far 


from adequate to meet the needs 
of socialist construction. The 
Hunan-Kweichow line has radical¬ 
ly improved communications be¬ 
tween the southwest and the rest 
of the country. 

In the two years that the new 
line has been open to traffic, it has 
carried a constant stream of ores, 
timber, farm and sideline products 
from the southwest to the east and 
mid-south. Industrial equipment, 
chemical fertilizers, cement and 
other materials have been shipped 
westward. A string of new towns 
and factories have sprung up all 
along the line and the minority na¬ 
tionality areas of western Hunan 
and eastern Kweichow * have wit- 
nessed unprecedented economic 
development. 

Construction of the railroad was 
done over some of the country’s 



An aqueduct on a trunk canal that leads 
water from the Yellow River to the fields. 



The Chingtung Gorge water control project 
irrigates over 200,000 hectares of land. 


most rugged terrain. The line had 
to be taken across the Hsuehfeng- 
shan (Snowy Peak Mountains) in 
mid-west Hunan and the Miao- 
ling and Yunwu mountains on the 
Kweichow plateau. It had to cross 
the Wushui River five times, the 
Chingshui three times and the 
Hsiangkiang, Tzushui and Yuan- 
kiang rivers, each once. Work was 
made extremely difficult on many 
stretches because of geological 
faults, grottoes, underground 
streams, quicksand and soft soil. 
Twenty-three percent of the line 
goes over bridges and through tun¬ 
nels, and the building of these 
constituted a large part of the 
work. The scope of construction 
can be imagined by the fact that 
an embankment one meter high 
and one meter wide built with the 
earth and stone moved would en¬ 
circle the equator more than twice. 

The 2,000-meter-long tunnel 
through the Hsuehfengshan is the 
longest on the Hunan stretch of the 
line. Blasting had been started in 
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1958 and then suspended, and wa¬ 
ter two meters deep had accumu¬ 
lated in the passage. Workers of 
the 12th Engineering Department 
of the Second Railway Engineering 
Bureau and militia units from 
Shaoshan and Ninghsiang came to 
resume work before the necessary 


machinery had arrived. Refusing 
to delay, they went into the tunnel 
on rafts, bailed out the water and 
set to work. The tunnel — the 
“east gate” of the line — was com¬ 
pleted in less than nine months. 

In Kweichow the line crosses 
high mountains and deep canyons 


A freight train on the new line. 


People of various nationalities living along 
the Hunan-Kweichovv railroad traveling 
on the first train as the line opens. 


with swift, treacherous rivers run¬ 
ning through them. This section 
contains two-thirds of the bridges 
and tunnels on the line. Some of 
the tunnels caved in repeatedly 
during construction, others poured 
forth over 40,000 tons of water a 
day. Many stretches of the line 
were threatened by mountain 
movements and avalanches of 
earth. Showing great wisdom and 
a fearless revolutionary spirit, 
workers and militia members over¬ 
came one difficulty after another 
to ensure the smooth completion of 
the project. 



HINESE WORKERS have con- 
^ structed a new oil field named 
Shengli, meaning “Victory”, on 
the Gulf of Pohai in north China. 


Vast in area and rich in re¬ 
sources, the new oil field lies 
relatively close to important in¬ 
dustrial and farming areas. Trans¬ 


port by both land and sea is 
convenient. 

The prospecting and develop¬ 
ment of the Shengli field have been 
a battle ranking in importance 
next to that which took place for 
oil in Taching in the early 60s. In 
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1964 oil workers from Taching and 
an army of builders from other 
parts of the country converged on 
the coast of Shantung. Joining 
forces with the prospecting team, 
they worked mainly around the 
village of Shengli. 

That summer heavy rains turned 
the white salt flats into a knee- 
deep sea that swept into the dug- 
outs where the workers lived and 
carried off some of their belong¬ 
ings. Trucks could not deliver drill 
rigs. “You’re tired? Think of our 
revolutionary forbears!” the work¬ 
ers said. “You find it hard? Think 
of what Taching went through!” 
They slogged on day and night in 
mud and water, carrying in drill¬ 
ing equipment on their shoulders 
to save time. 

In less than a year they had 
drilled the first high-production 
well near Shengli village. A high- 
producing oil field had been open¬ 
ed up and there were broad 
vistas for oil prospecting and de¬ 
velopment on the Gulf of Pohai. 
“Let’s call it the Shengli oil field,” 
workers suggested. 


Oil workers criticize Lin Piao and Confucius. 


A large number of wells have 
gone into production and the state 
plan has been overfulfilled every 
year since the beginning of the 
cultural revolution in 1966. Drill¬ 
ers have worked together with 
researchers to create a new set of 
coring tools. These have increased 
the length of the cores from a few 
meters to- 102.32 meters. Drill 


team No. 3252 has set a national 
record by cutting 150,000 meters 
in a year. 

> 

The plan called for a large pipe¬ 
line to be run beneath the Yellow 
River — a distance of over 700 
meters — the schedule demanding 
that the work be completed in 
three months. Breaking with con¬ 
vention, the workers pooled their 



Driller Yang Chih-yu (left), a leader of the 
Shengli oil field, discussing how to increase 
drilling speed with a worker and a cadre. 





wisdom and produced a new work 
plan. As a result the job was com¬ 
pleted without difficulty. This 
guaranteed transport and enabled 
the new oil field to go into produc¬ 
tion on time. 

The Shengli oil field is located 
in what is known geologically as 
the North China Basin. Some 
foreign bourgeois scholars had 
denied the possibility of oil exist¬ 
ing in such a place. But the suc¬ 
cessful tapping of oil at Shengli 
has enriched and developed theo¬ 
retical knowledge of oil prospect¬ 
ing and development in China. It 
will speed up significantly similar 
work elsewhere in the country. 
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A bird's-eye view of Shenyang. 



SHEN CHI 


S HENYANG is one of China’s 
major bases for heavy industry 
to support her socialist construc¬ 
tion. Its products, including 
metallurgical equipment, precision 
lathes, heavy machinery and prime 
movers, can be found all over 
China. 

Located at the southern end of 
the three northeastern provinces 
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(Liaoning, of which Shenyang is 
the capital, Kirin and Heilung¬ 
kiang), the city of 4.2 million is 
also an important communications 
center for them and a juncture for 
rail lines to all parts of the coun¬ 
try. To its south is the Anshan 
steel center, to its east the Fushun 
coal mine. Several coal and iron 
towns are its neighbors on the west 
and southeast. 


Imperialist Invasion 

On September 18, 1931, the Jap¬ 
anese army launched a sudden 
attack on a garrison on the city’s 
outskirts and from there soon 
occupied all of northeast China. 
To turn these provinces into a 
base for further aggression, the 
Japanese imperialists proceeded to 
set up industry. One of their 
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points of concentration was Shen- time. Labor conditions were 
yang’s Tiehsi (West of the Rail- terrible. 

way) district. These factories In 194 5 the Japanese aggressors 
were, however, mere appendages were defeated and industry owned 
to industries in Japan, doing by them was taken over by China’s 

only assembly and repairs and un- reactionary Kuomintang govern¬ 
able to manufacture anything in- ment. Many of the machines were 

dependently. They were colonial stolen and sold by corrupt Kuo- 

industries of a low technical level mintang officials. They used the 

with equipment old even at that factory buildings as their army 


To determine anti-pollution measures, oil composition is checked on Chinese- 
made instruments at the Shenyang Institute lor Environmental Protection. 



Workers’ apartments under construction. 



stables and weeds overran the 

0 

grounds. Only 5 percent of the 
357 factories they took over re¬ 
sumed production. 

In November 1948, when China’s 
liberation war had entered the 
stage of strategically decisive bat¬ 
tles, the Chinese People’s Libera¬ 
tion Army under the personal 
direction of Chairman Mao anni¬ 
hilated Chiang Kai-shek’s Kuo¬ 
mintang army in northeast China 
in a series of brilliant victories. 
Shenyang and the whole of the 
northeast were liberated. The 
workers of Shenyang, with leader¬ 
ship from the Communist Party, 
immediately threw themselves into 
a new battle to build an industry 
for China out of the ruins. 

Reviving Production 

During the struggle with the 
reactionaries the workers had hid¬ 
den away equipment to preserve 
it from Kuomintang sabotage. 
Now they brought it out into the 
daylight, reinstalled it and began 
an emulation campaign for resto¬ 
ration of production in which they 
were continually breaking each 
other’s output records. 

In June 1950, only nine months 
after the People’s Republic of 
China was established, the United 
States launched its war of aggres¬ 
sion against Korea. The flames 
spread all the way to the banks of 
the Yalu River, only about 400 
kilometers from Shenyang. To aid 
Korea and resist U.S. aggression, 
the workers in Shenyang’s infant 
socialist industry stayed at their 
machines day and night and over¬ 
fulfilled the state plan every 
month. 

Reconstruction, expansion and 
new construction during China’s 
First Five-Year Plan .(1953-57) 
built Shenyang’s industry into an 
integrated system. Important de¬ 
velopments took place: the switch 
from copying models to indepen¬ 
dent designing, and the production 
of high-level, precision, large-size 
and the most advanced types of 
products. 

In the years of the big leap for¬ 
ward which began in 1958, the 
city’s workers made good use of 
a new method designed to suit 
China’s technical conditions at that 
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time — “ants nibbling at a bone”. 
It entailed using many small ma¬ 
chines to process a huge machine 
part. Shenyang’s experience with 
this and other methods was spread 
far and wide throughout the 
country. 

Since the cultural revolution 
Shenyang’s industry has made 
further progress by following the 
path of independence, self-deter¬ 
mination and self-reliance. In ad¬ 
dition to the mainstay machine 
building, the city now has many 
branches of industry — metal¬ 
lurgy, chemicals, building mate¬ 
rials, textiles, food processing and 
paper. Output value in 1973 from 
its nearly 2,000 large and small 
factories was 42 times that for 
1949. 

The 7,000-worker Shenyang No. 
1 Machine Tools Plant, located in 
the center of the Tiehsi district, 
is a big enterprise producing many 
types of machine tools. Originally 
set up by the Japanese in the 1930s 
as a factory to repair the mining 
equipment with which they plun¬ 
dered China’s resources, its history 
parallels the development of Shen¬ 
yang’s industry over the past 25 
years. 

At the time of liberation it had 
only three belt-driven lathes that 
worked. After liberation the work¬ 
ers quickly restored production 
and before the first year was out 
were making their own belt-driven 
lathes, modelled after the old ones. 
The factory was rebuilt during the 
First Five-Year Plan and then 
went all out for technical innova¬ 
tion. It designed and began pro¬ 
ducing machine tools more suit¬ 
ed to China’s needs. One of these, 
a jig borer, was displayed at an 
international exhibition in 1965. 

During the cultural revolution 
the workers went further. All de¬ 
signs based on foreign products 
were replaced by more advanced 
ones drawn up by the workers and 
technicians themselves. Output in 
the eight years since the cultural 
revolution was greater than the 
total for the 17 previous years. 

Working-class Will 

The Shenyang workers will 
never forget how in 1960 the revi¬ 
sionist clique which had usurped 


leadership in the Soviet Union 
seized the opportunity of China’s 
temporary economic setbacks to 
withdraw its specialists and tech¬ 
nical material and to stop supply¬ 
ing China with machine parts. 
Thus they thought to have China 
at their mercy. On the eve of the 
establishment of the People’s Re¬ 
public of China in 1949 Chairman 
Mao, Tsetung had declared, “Our 
nation will never be an insulted 
nation any more: We have already 
stood up.” Acting in this spirit, the 
workers of Shenyang met the 
treacherous attack of social-impe¬ 
rialism with self-reliance and hard 
work. - 

At this historic juncture, a num¬ 
ber of experienced workers organ¬ 
ized a “workers’ technical coopera¬ 
tion team”. They got together in 
their spare time to try to solve 
problems in production. When a 
worker found a good method the 
word was quickly passed on to 
thousands in other plants. 

The Soviet revisionists tried to 
paralyze China’s railway transport 

The ancient palace. 


by stopping the supply of locomo¬ 
tive tires. Bringing together their 
collective wisdom, after repeated 
experiments the Shenyang work¬ 
ers made China’s first rolling mill 
for such tires. When the old roll¬ 
ers on other mills broke down they 
made their own replacements. 
Night after night they gave up 
sleep to overcome countless obsta¬ 
cles. In conquering many difficul¬ 
ties of the time they also made a 
great contribution to changing the 
city’s industry as a whole. 

From a few dozen people this 
group has today grown into the 
citywide Technical Cooperation 
Committee with thousands of 
members, both veteran workers 
and young worker-innovators. Its 
branches in different industries 
hold regular meetings in places 
provided by the Shenyang trade 
union committee or local factory 
unions. Members swap experience 
and work together on measures to 
raise the technical level of their 
industries. Participation is on a 
volunteer basis. Nobody gets paid 
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Shenyang is self-sufficient in vegetables for its 
large industrial population. Above, cabbage harvest. 


for extra time spent and there 
are no exclusive patent rights for 
a big innovation. “We aren’t do¬ 
ing this for fame or money,” the 
worker-innovators say. “We’re do¬ 
ing it for socialism.” 

During the cultural revolution a 
large number of advanced workers 
from Shenyang, as members of 
workers’ Mao Tsetung Thought 
propaganda teams, went to units 
in the educational, health, scien¬ 
tific, art and other cultural fields. 
They provided proletarian leader¬ 
ship in helping such units improve 
their work. 

Many ordinary workers are dem¬ 
onstrating great proletarian wis¬ 
dom and ability in the political 
arena. There is, for instance, Wang 
Feng-en, who is deputy chairman 
of the Liaoning Province Revolu¬ 
tionary Committee. An ordinary 
worker in an electrical equipment 
factory at the time of liberation, 
he became a worker-engineer and 
is also a professor at the Northeast 
Engineering Institute. Wei Feng- 
ying, a woman worker in a ma¬ 


chinery plant, has displayed high 
communist consciousness through¬ 
out the years and is now a member 
of the Central Committee of the 
Chinese Communist Party and a 
vice-chairman of the Liaoning 
Province Revolutionary Commit¬ 
tee. She has several hundred 


technical innovations to her credit. 
Li Su-wen, the vegetable sales¬ 
woman who for wholehearted 
service to the people became a na¬ 
tional model, has been elected a 
member of the Party Central Com¬ 
mittee. Representing China at the 
last session of the United Nations 
Commission on the Status of Wom¬ 
en, she spoke at its plenary session. 

Better Environment 

The development of Shenyang’s 
industry has added to its environ¬ 
mental pollution. The city’s suc¬ 
cesses with controlling industrial 
pollution, however, demonstrate 
that in socialist China this is not 
an “incurable disease” as some 
people say. Along with leading 
the people to develop industry, the 
Communist Party has always 
shown concern for the life and 
health of the people. As a result 
of the untiring efforts of the city’s 
office for environmental protec¬ 
tion, fuel is now more fully utiliz¬ 
ed and more than 70 percent of its 
chimneys have ceased to emit 
black smoke. The method has 
been, by relying on the working 
people and on scientific research¬ 
ers, to constantly summarize and 
spread the word about any effec¬ 
tive measures. 

The fragrance of flowers be¬ 
neath tall locust trees greets one 
on entering the gate of the Shen¬ 
yang Chemical Works. This 30- 
year-old plant which makes caustic 
soda from salt by the electrolytic 
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At the workers* sanatorium of the Shenyang Metallurgical Plant. 







A workers’ technical 
cooperation team stud¬ 
ies an improved drill. 














































Machines going out to all parts cf the country. 


A double-head lathe designed and made at the 
Shenyang Heavy Machinery Plant processes 
parts for a 2.9 meter ball mill for mine use. 






















process used to be a prime source 
of pollution from waste in all three 
forms — gases, liquids and solids. 
After liberation the factory’s Party 
organization led the campaign 
against pollution. The changeover 
from coal to oil as a fuel cut down 
on soot. Then the workers im¬ 
proved boiler operation so as to 
use the oil most effectively and 
cut smoke to a minimum. Some of 
the harmful gases like carbon di¬ 
oxide and propane are recycled and 
used to produce soda ash. Over 90 
percent of the plant’s liquid and 
solid wastes are treated to render 
them harmless. One can scarcely 
detect the smell of chlorine in the 
plant. 

Adjacent to the factory district 
but still part of the 36-square- 
kilometer Tiehsi area a new apart¬ 
ment community has been built, 
serving the people who work in the 
plants. It is a pleasant place, with 
the sun shining on the russet build¬ 
ings set off by light green doors 
and windows, wide streets and 
plenty of trees. Twenty-five years 
ago this used to be a wasteland. 
Now the 730 buildings with 630,000 
square meters of floor space house 
over 80,000 workers’ families. 
There is also a cultural palace 
which can hold 4,000 people in its 
auditorium and recreation rooms, a 
10,000-seat stadium, six middle 
schools, 20 primary schools, two 
hospitals, three rest homes and a 
park. Shenyang has several resi¬ 
dential areas as large as the one in 
Tiehsi in which the slum-dwellers 
of the past have been rehoused. 

Under Japanese imperialist rule, 
Shenyang had only one wide paved 
street, and few of its drains were 
unclogged. Its one fairly large 
park was exclusively for foreign¬ 
ers. Today the shabby lanes have 
been replaced by asphalt streets, a 
sewerage system covers the whole 
city and there are no less than ten 
scenic parks. 

City-Country Support 

One of the outstanding things 
about Shenyang is the way it, 
though a large industrial city, has 
basically solved the problem of 
grain and fresh vegetable supply. 
Before the cultural revolution, 
while Shenyang’s industry grew 
by leaps and bounds, agriculture 
around the city lagged behind. 


Dependent on grain from outside 
and vegetables shipped in from 17 
different provinces, this rich in¬ 
dustrial city was like “a beggar 
with a golden bowl”. This was the 
influence of Liu Shao-chi’s revi¬ 
sionist line, which placed industry 
and agriculture in opposition to 
each other and did not recognize 
the importance of self-sufficiency, 
therefore did not lay enough stress 
on agriculture. 

The new revolutionary commit¬ 
tee bom during the cultural rev¬ 
olution determined to correct this 
situation. They carried out in 
earnest the general policy advocat¬ 
ed by Chairman Mao for develop¬ 
ing the national economy, “Take 
agriculture as the foundation and 
industry as the leading factor.” 
They promoted construction of 
irrigation projects to more fully 
utilize the 440,000 hectares of land 
in the municipality’s four suburban 
districts and two outlying counties. 
On-the-spot meetings in the area 
introduced advanced methods, re¬ 
sulting in higher yields. Now, in 
the event of prolonged dry spells, 
to which the area is prone, city 
people are mobilized to help. Since 
1970 the city has been able to 
basically satisfy the grain and 
vegetable needs of all its inhabit¬ 
ants, three million of whom live 
in the now urban part of the muni¬ 
cipality. Streams of trucks enter¬ 
ing the city loaded with fresh veg¬ 
etables are a common sight in 
Shenyang. 

Industrial support for agricul¬ 
ture played an important role in 
solving the problem. Workers arid 
leaders from factories went many 
times a year to find out what the 
commune members needed from 
industry and what problems they 
had that required timely solution. 
There has been a striking increase 
in the output of products for agri¬ 
culture. Twice as many large and 
medium-sized tractors, 22 times as 
many walking tractors, 29 times as 
many diesel engines and 9 times as 
much chemical fertilizer were 
produced in 1973 as in 1966, the 
year the cultural revolution 
began. Output of mechanized-well 
and electrical equipment, rolled 
steel products and materials and 
equipment of all types needed by 
the countryside has gone up yearly. 


Ancient Palace 

Shenyang was mentioned in his¬ 
tory as a town some 2,200 years 
ago during the Warring States 
period. Later it was an early cap¬ 
ital of the Manchus before they es¬ 
tablished rule over all China in 
1644 as the Ching dynasty, and 
moved their center to the capital 
in Peking. A popular tourist at¬ 
traction in Shenyang are its an¬ 
cient palace and the Eastern and 
Northern Tombs of the Manchu 
rulers outside the city. The palace, 
built in 1625, is fairly well pre¬ 
served. Its central, eastern and 
western parts together cover 
50,000 sq. m. Looking down from 
Phoenix Tower, the highest struc¬ 
ture in the center, one has a view 
of more than 70 complete build¬ 
ings, renovated and their original 
brilliant colors repainted, sur¬ 
rounded by green pines and flower 
beds, and the working people of 
Shenyang strolling among them on 
their day off. Forbidden to the 
people under feudal rule, these 
grounds are now theirs and are a 
popular spot of historical interest. 

These ancient buildings were 
plundered on many occasions dur¬ 
ing modem times by Chinese and 
foreign reactionaries. In the days 
of Kuomintang rule, even the 
magnificent and unique Pavilions 
of Ten Princes were used as 
stables for a cavalry division of 
Chiang Kai-shek’s army. Now this 
precious legacy, restored and part¬ 
ly rebuilt after Shenyang was 
liberated, has been listed by the 
State Council as one of the coun¬ 
try’s important cultural sites to be 
preserved. Due to strenuous efforts 
over the past 25 years, most of the 
treasures once kept there that had 
been lost have been traced and 
brought back. 

The feudal dynasty’s cruel rule 
and oppression of the working 
people enabled it to build this 
lavish palace. Yet the construction 
and artistry of it were created by 
the working people out of their 
own wisdom, sweat and blood. To 
this it stands a monument today, 
an exposure of the feudal ruling 
class and tribute to the people, a 
place for deepening their under¬ 
standing of the class struggle and 
inspiring them to build with still 
greater energy their socialist in¬ 
dustrial city of Shenyang. 


22 


CHINA RECONSTRUCTS 



Cultural Notes 

i 

Paintings of the Times 

- — MA ke - 


r p HE great changes over the past 
A 25 years and China's growing 
prosperity can be clearly seen in 
art works featured in a new na¬ 
tional exhibition. These themes 
are also prominent in a second 
show of paintings by workers from 
Shanghai, Yangchuan in Shansi 
province, and the northeast port of 
Luta which ran concurrently. 

The over 600 works in the two 
exhibitions include paintings in the 
Chinese traditional style, wood- 
cuts, oils, sculpture, New Year 
pictures, picture-stories, posters 
and papercuts. Most striking are 
the vivid portrayals of workers, 
peasants and soldiers as they take 
part in the Great Proletarian Cul¬ 
tural Revolution and the move¬ 
ment to criticize Lin Piao and Con¬ 
fucius, and of the new socialist 
creations. The militant tone of the 
exhibits makes the viewer feel he 
is right in the midst of the realities 
depicted. These achievements are 
a result of the artists' following 
Chairman Mao’s revolutionary line 
in literature and art. 

Chairman Mao’s revolutionary 
activities, the present-day class 
struggle and the struggle between 
the two lines are the themes of 
many works. “When We March 
Together We Will Win” is an oil 
painting done jointly by three 
army artists, Kao Hung, Peng Pin 
and Ho Kung-teh. With compact 
composition and clear colors, 
through the earnest figures of the 
participants, it re-creates the his¬ 
toric scene in the Hunan province 


village where in 1928 Chairman 
Mao put forth the three main rules 
of discipline and the eight points 
for attention* for the Workers’ and 
Peasants’ Red Army. Chairman 
Mao’s idea that only by marching 
in step could victory be won, which 
in the past guided the Chinese 
revolution from victory to victory, 
is today guiding the army and the 
people throughout the country to 


* The Three Main Rules of Discipline are: 

(1) Obey orders in all your actions. 

(2) Don’t take a single needle or piece of 
thread from the masses. (3) Turn in every¬ 
thing captured. The Eight Points for 
Attention are: (1) Speak politely. (2) Pay 
fairly for what you buy. (3) Return every¬ 
thing you borrow. (4) Pay for anything 
you damage. (5) Don’t hit or swear at 
people. (6) Don’t damage crops. (7) Don’t 
take liberties with women. (8) Don’t ill- 
treat captives. 


unite and march in step along the 
socialist road. 

“Big-Character Posters Are 
Great”, an oil by Fu Chih-kuei, 
shows Chairman Mao reading big- 
character posters and chatting with 
workers in an auto plant during a 
high point in socialist revolution 
and construction. It is a warm and 
intimate expression of the close 
ties between leader and masses. 

The sculpture “Heroine of the 
Borderland” by Wang Chi-ta and 
Hsu Hsiao-sen shows a militia- 
woman of a minority nationality 
lassoing a class enemy from her 
galloping horse and pulling him off 
his, dagger still in hand. The con¬ 
trast between high and low, strong 


and weak, contribute to the ex- 
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Drilling Begins Oil, Li Shu-chi 



Building an Aqueduct Oil, Sun Kuo-chi and Chang Hung-tsan 







































Touring Propagandist 


Woodcut, Chien Lai-chung 


pression of the woman’s courage, 
high sense of vigilance and deep- 
seated hatred for the enemy. 

Three young artists from Kwang- 
tung province, Wu Chi-chung, 
Chou Po and Lin Yung, produced 
the traditional-style painting 
“Presents from Peking”. It depicts 
the people of the Hsisha Islands 
and armymen stationed there, fresh 
from their victory in a self-defence 
counterattack battle. They are 
opening gifts — Chairman Mao’s 
works and materials on the criti¬ 
cism of Lin Piao and Confucius — 
sent them as a tribute by the Cen¬ 
tral Committee of the Chinese 
Communist Party on behalf of the 
people of the whole country. The 
artists who were themselves in the 
Hsisha Islands capture the feeling 
of the moment. The army and 
people, united in their determina¬ 
tion to defend the sacred territory 
of the motherland, are portrayed in 
bright colors and light but firm 
strokes. 

Children are a popular theme. 
The poster “Take over the Militant 
Brush and Carry on the Fight” by 
Hsiao Chen-ya and Liu En-pin 
shows a Little Red Guard carrying 
on the militant spirit of the great 
writer Lu Hsun, whose image ap¬ 
pears in the background. She is 
writing something which she will 


use in the class struggle in the cul¬ 
tural field. The sculpture “Miner’s 
Son”, by Tsai Hsiu-chi, has a little 
boy laughing from beneath his 
father’s safety helmet which he 
holds on his head, showing his 
wish to become a miner like his 
father. 

A N outstanding feature of the 
national exhibition is its por¬ 
trayal of a new type of people who 
are building a new world. Among 
the woodcuts and oils are some 
particularly good works depicting 
proletarian heroes. This is the re¬ 
sult of studying the creative ex¬ 
perience gained in emphasizing the 
principal hero, as the model rev¬ 
olutionary theatrical productions 
are doing. 

“The Azalea Blossoms in the 
Chingkang Mountains Are Red 
Every Year” by Tsou Ta-ching and 
“Wide Horizons” by Ho Kuo-hua 
both feature school graduates mak¬ 
ing their home in the countryside. 
To emphasize the vigor of youth, 
both use rugged, blunt strokes 
against symbolic backgrounds. 

The forte of the black-and-white 
woodcut is well utilized in both Li 
Huan-min’s “Emancipated Serfs 
Look Ahead” and Chien Lai- 
chung’s “Touring Propagandist”. 
Fine, sensitive strokes and multiple 


shadings are used to bring out ex- 

m 

pressions on the faces of the eman¬ 
cipated Tibetan and Yi peoples, 
conveying their vision of the 
future and determination to con¬ 
tinue the revolution. Economy of 
knife-stroke and variation in line 
and shading all go to create an im¬ 
pression of figures in the round. 

“Drilling Begins”, an oil by Li 
Shu-chi, shows a typical scene of 
oil workers emulating the spirit of 
the famous model worker, the late 
Iron Man Wang, to produce more 
oil for the country. In it husky 
men are braving a downpour to get 
drilling started. 

Another oil, “Building an Aque¬ 
duct” by Sun Kuo-chi and Chang 
Hung-tsan, portrays young com¬ 
mune members battling the 
elements with revolutionary opti¬ 
mism and overcoming the lack of 
machinery by using home-devised 
methods. The snowbound worksite 
in the background heightens the 
impression the picture gives of the 
commune members’ fighting will. 

HD HERE ARE a great many works 
by worker, peasant and soldier 
amateurs and they show a higher 
level of ideology and artistry than 
before. Drawing themes from what 
they are most familiar with, these 
artists give a fresh and original 
treatment to their ideas and imbue 
them with deep class feeling and a 
militant spirit. 

“The Battle Continues”, an oil 
by army painter Shang Ting, por¬ 
trays a People’s Liberation Army 
soldier sitting beside his tank, 
using a package of explosives as 
desk, absorbed in writing a speech 
criticizing Lin Piao’s attempt to 
restore capitalism. 

Several amateur artists in the 
Shanghai Bureau of Communica¬ 
tions and Transport collaborated to 
produce the traditional-style paint¬ 
ing “New Force on the Transport 
Front”. It depicts Shanghai work¬ 
ers making large trailer trucks for 
long-distance hauls. The painting 
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has a depth of feeling and power 
that flows from the artists’ knowl¬ 
edge of the struggle between the 
two lines in the communications 
and transport field, and the role 


such a product will play in socialist 
construction. 

Traditional-style landscapes and 
bird-and-flower paintings have 
always been much appreciated by 


the Chinese people. Putting into 
practice Chairman Mao’s principles 
“Make the past serve the present 
and foreign things serve China” 

and “Let a hundred flowers blos¬ 
som, weed through the old to bring 
forth the new”, some artists have 
worked to take over the good 

features of these two genres. By 
doing this and producing works in¬ 
fused with the spirit of the times 
they have achieved unity of form 
and content. 

After living for a long time in a 
rural commune, Pai Hsueh-shih, 
a veteran painter, and Hou Teh- 
chang, a young art instructor, col¬ 
laborated on “A Canal of Happi¬ 
ness at the Foot of the Great Wall”. 
A winding canal, a reservoir, ter¬ 
raced fields and rows of factory 
buildings blend harmoniously in a 
thriving rural scene. Typical of 
the paintings showing how the 
rural commune members, learning 
from the Tachai brigade, have built 
water-control projects and are now 
reaping bumper harvests, it is a 
landscape in praise of the idea that 
man’s will, not heaven, decides, 
and of the superiority of the peo¬ 
ple’s communes. 

Other landscapes that breathe 
the spirit of our times include “Oil 
Tanker’s Maiden Voyage” by Chen 
Chung-yi, a young artist, and “The 
South Is More Beautiful Than 
Ever”, a new work by the 76 -year- 
old painter Chien Sung-yen. 

Two flower paintings, Liu Tsun’s 
“The Persimmons Are Red and 

4 

the Granaries Full” and Su Pao- 
chen’s “March in Western Sze¬ 
chuan”, are appreciated for their 
expression of socialist mood and 
ideas. A finished ink-and-brush 
technique is utilized in painting 
the red persimmons, golden blos¬ 
soms, green bamboo and rows of 
granaries, all symbols of a good 
agricultural year. With a mood en¬ 
tirely different from the decadent 
one of the exploiting classes so 
often found in the old bird-and- 
flower paintings, these works use 
dynamic images and express the 
feeling of the working people. 
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A Channel of Happiness at the Foot of the Great Wall Traditional-style painting, Pai Hsueh-shih and Hou Teh-chang 

















A STRIKING manifestation of 
the excellent world situation 
today is the awakening and growth 
of the Third World. In the strug¬ 
gle against colonialism and impe¬ 
rialism, particularly against the 
superpowers, the countries of the 
Third World are continually 
strengthening their unity and mu¬ 
tual assistance, and scoring bril¬ 
liant victories. Playing an in¬ 
creasingly important role in inter¬ 
national developments, they have 
become a great motive force push¬ 
ing forward the wheel of history. 

Making up the Third World are 
more than 100 developing coun¬ 
tries in Asia, Africa, Latin America 
and other regions. Their popula¬ 
tion of about 3,000 million is over 
70 percent of the world’s total. 
Long oppressed and exploited by 
colonialism and imperialism, they 
still face aggression, interference, 
subversion, control and plunder at 
the hands of imperialism, par¬ 
ticularly of the superpowers. 
Hence theirs is the strongest revo¬ 
lutionary demand for an end to 
oppression and for liberation and 
development. The whole world is 
swept by the storm of the struggle 
against imperialism and hegemon- 
ism. The Third World is its main 
force. The old order based on colo¬ 
nialism, imperialism and hegemon- 
ism is collapsing. 

The Third World Awakens 

Since World War II, the political 
forces in the world have undergone 
a drastic division and realignment 
as a result of prolonged struggle 
and trials of strength. In the midst 
of the turbulent international 
situation the Third World has 
awakened and gathered strength. 

In the early years after the war, 
the United States took the place of 
German, Italian and Japanese 
fascism in trying to gain a monop¬ 
oly on power over the world. The 
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western capitalist world headed by 
the U.S. was then known as the 
First World. The socialist camp 
consisting of the Soviet Union and 
other socialist countries was called 
the Second World. The countries 
of national independence and those 
striving for independence in Asia, 
Africa and Latin America were 
called the Third World. 

In the late fifties and particularly 
in the sixties a great change took 
place. The socialist countries con¬ 
tinued to make new achievements 
both in revolution and construction 
and the national liberation move¬ 
ments were developing vigorously 
and winning significant victories. 
U.S. imperialism was daily on the 
decline. While Japan and countries 
in western Europe and Oceania 
were gradually restoring and 
developing their economic strength, 
the western world was disintegrat¬ 
ing. At this time, the Soviet revi¬ 
sionist renegade clique took power 
in the Soviet Union and turned 
that country into a social-imperial¬ 
ist power. The socialist camp ceas¬ 
ed to exist. Since the early sixties, 
the two superpowers, the Soviet 
Union and the United States, have 
been contending fiercely for world 
hegemony. According to present 
international relations, now the 
First World consists of these two 
superpowers, the United States 
and the Soviet Union; the Third 
World is the developing countries 
in Asia, Africa, Latin America and 
other regions; and the Second 
World is made up of the developed 
countries between these two. These 
three worlds are both intercon¬ 
nected and in contradiction with 
one another. 

Lenin has pointed out: “The 
characteristic feature of imperial¬ 
ism consists in the whole world, as 
we now see, being divided into a 
large number of oppressed nations 
and an insignificant number of op¬ 


pressor nations, the latter possess¬ 
ing colossal wealth and powerful 
armed forces.” 

As when Lenin wrote this, our 
era is still one of imperialism and 
proletarian revolution and Lenin’s 
brilliant thinking is still an impor¬ 
tant guide for viewing the world 
situation. In the contemporary 
world the two superpowers are the 
biggest international exploiters and 
oppressors. The numerous Third 
World countries carrying on a 
struggle to eliminate the remnant 
colonial forces, to develop their na¬ 
tional economies and consolidate 
their national independence con¬ 
stitute the main force in the strug¬ 
gle against colonialism and impe¬ 
rialism, particularly against the 
superpowers. Their interests are 
diametrically opposed to those of 
the two superpowers and the con¬ 
tradiction is extremely sharp. 

The situation of the Second 
World countries is complicated. 
Some of them still retain colonial¬ 
ist relations of one form or another 
with Third World countries. At 
the same time, all the Second 
World countries are in varying 
degrees controlled, threatened and 
bullied by the one or the other 
superpower. Therefore they, too, 
have the desire to oppose the hege- 
monism of the superpowers. 

Third World Strength 

Chairman Mao points out, “What 
imperialism fears most is the 
awakening of the Asian, African 
and Latin American peoples and 
of the peoples of all countries.” 

Today the long oppressed and 
enslaved Third World countries 
have awakened and stood up. 
Undaunted by bullying, they have 
dared to uphold their national in¬ 
dependence, defend their sover¬ 
eignty, develop their national 
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economies and cultures and wage a 
tit-for-tat struggle against impe¬ 
rialism, particularly against the 
superpowers. In the world today, 
those who are really strong are not 
one or two superpowers but the 
people of the Third World and of 
all countries who unite and dare 
to struggle. International develop¬ 
ments fully demonstrate that the 
Third World struggle against im¬ 
perialism and hegemonism is 
forcefully pushing forward the 
wheel of world history. 

Let’s look at some facts: 

• The Third World has won vic¬ 
tory after victory in its heroic 
struggle against aggression. Con¬ 
tending for world hegemony and 
seeking to expand their spheres of 
influence, the two superpowers 
have never ceased to instigate ag¬ 
gressive war, whether directly or 
indirectly. The Third World coun¬ 
tries and peoples have risen in 
resistance to oppose aggressive 
warfare with anti-aggressive war¬ 
fare. The people of the three coun¬ 
tries of Indochina have defeated 
the monster of U.S. imperialism 
and provided a brilliant example 
of how a small country can defeat 
a big one and a weak nation defeat 
a strong one. This has greatly 
strengthened the Third World’s 
confidence that it can resist super¬ 
power aggression. In their Fourth 
Middle East War the people of Pal¬ 
estine and other Arab lands dealt 
a heavy blow to the Israeli aggres¬ 
sors, who were backed and en¬ 
couraged by the two superpowers. 
This was a demonstration of the 
great strength of united struggle of 
the Arab peoples. 

• The national liberation move¬ 
ments in Asia, Africa and Latin 
America have developed rapidly 
and vigorously. In the early fifties 
there were only a few independent 
countries in Africa, but now in the 
seventies the number has gone up 
to 42. The people in Portugal’s 
African colonies have won one vic¬ 
tory after another in their armed 
struggle. After Guinea-Bissau 
gained its independence, Portugal 
had to recognize Mozambique’s 
right to independence. In parts of 
Africa which have not yet won in¬ 
dependence, the popular move¬ 
ments and armed struggles for 
national liberation are forging 
ahead triumphantly. In Asia and 


Latin America too, many countries 
have gained national independence 
through protracted struggle. 

• Superpower control of the 
United Nations has been smashed. 
The fact that Third World coun¬ 
tries now constitute the over¬ 
whelming majority in the UN has 
changed the composition of this 
world body. The restoration of 
China’s legitimate rights in the UN 
was a victory for the united strug¬ 
gle of medium-sized and small 
countries. The so-called UN Com- . 
mission for the Unification and 
Rehabilitation of Korea, an instru¬ 
ment for interference in the inter¬ 
nal affairs of Korea and for aggres¬ 
sion against that country, has at 
last been thrown onto the garbage 
heap of history. Gone forever are 
the days when the superpowers 
could lord it over the UN and do 

t 

whatever they liked there. 

• The Third World has waged a 
resolute struggle against exploita¬ 
tion and plunder by the super¬ 
powers. As a result of the united 
struggle of more than 100 develop¬ 
ing countries, the Sixth Special 
Session of the United Nations 
General Assembly adopted the 
Declaration of the Establishment 
of a New International Economic 
Order and the Program of Action. 
This was a powerful challenge to 
superpower monopoly of the inter¬ 
national economy. The struggle 
for the defence of 200 nautical mile 
maritime rights initiated by Latin 
American countries has spread 
swiftly to other continents. The 
Arab countries’ use of oil as a 
weapon to deal a heavy blow to 
Zionism and hegemonism was a 
historic pioneering action. It en¬ 
abled the Third World countries to 
see that natural resources, former¬ 
ly plundered at will by imperial¬ 
ism, can become a potent weapon 
in their struggle against imperial¬ 
ism and hegemonism. 

Raw material-producing coun¬ 
tries have formed a number of 
producers’ organizations. With the 
further consolidation of their po¬ 
litical independence, the Third 
World countries are waging a per¬ 
sistent struggle to defend national 
sovereignty, safeguard their nat¬ 
ural resources and develop their 
national economies. This signifies 
that the struggle of the people of 
the world against imperialism and 


hegemonism has entered a new. 
and deeper stage. 

• Third World countries have 
begun a fight against domination, 
subversion and interference in 
their affairs. Incomplete figures 
show that since 1971, 20 Third 
World countries have unmasked 
more than 700 Soviet spies, 200 of 
whom were expelled. The Third 
World countries are recognizing 
more and more clearly the ugly 
social-imperialist features of So¬ 
viet revisionism and are heighten¬ 
ing their revolutionary vigilance. 

• Summit conferences of vary¬ 
ing scope have been held by the 
■Third World countries to coordi¬ 
nate actions and strengthen unity. 
Such conferences demonstrate 
these countries’ determination to 
unite to struggle against their 
common enemies and the fact that 
they have mounted the stage of 
international struggle as a strong 
and independent force. 

Lenin said in the 1920s: “. . . the 
morrow of world history will be a 
day when the awakening peoples 
oppressed by imperialism are fi¬ 
nally aroused and the decisive long 
and hard struggle for their libera¬ 
tion begins.” Today’s realities 
prove the truth of Lenin’s scientific 
prediction. 

' ; Inexorable Trend 

V. 

It is historically inevitable that 
the Third World should become a 
great revolutionary motive force 
pushing forward the wheel of 
world history. Marxists have 
always maintained that in the era 
of imperialism and proletarian 
revolution the oppressed nations 
have an inexhaustible revolution- 



biggest population but are the 
most cruelly oppressed. Therefore, 
they are bound to play a tre¬ 
mendous revolutionary role in the 
efforts of the people of the world 
to smash imperialism. There has 
been a great development in the 
anti-imperialist revolution all over 
the world. The national liberation 
movements of the various coun¬ 
tries have united to become the 

* 

main force directly hitting at im¬ 
perialism, particularly at the su¬ 
perpowers. 

As a developing socialist coun¬ 
try, China is part of the Third 
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World. Although its social system 
differs from that of most of the 
developing countries, China can 
stand only on the side of the 
developing countries in the polit¬ 
ical, economic and other spheres. 
Developing socialist countries have 
the unshirkable duty of supporting 
the liberation struggles of oppress¬ 
ed nations and peoples. They, too, 
are subjected to aggression, inter¬ 
ference and bullying by the super¬ 
powers. Therefore they must form 
a common front with the numerous 
developing countries in the strug¬ 
gle against imperialism and hege- 
monism. The militant slogan 

“Workers of all countries and all 

► 

oppressed peoples, unite!” put for¬ 
ward by Lenin in the 1920s, has 
been made a great revolutionary 
reality by the proletariat and 
hundreds of millions of people 
throughout the world. 

After World War II the vic¬ 
torious development in socialist 
revolution and the Asian, African 

and Latin American national lib- 

* 

eration movements could not be 
held back, despite Soviet revision¬ 
ist betrayal. The emergence and 
growth of the Third World realized 
a further merging of the two great 
historical developments, the move¬ 
ment for socialist revolution and 
that for national liberation in Asia, 
Africa and Latin America. 

The strength of the united strug¬ 
gle of the Third World has put the 
Soviet revisionist renegade clique 
in a panic. In an attempt to down¬ 
grade the great historic role of the 
Third World, this clique has spared 
no effort in smearing and attack¬ 
ing the Third World as being 
“impure in composition” and 
merely a group of countries with 
“economically backward social- 
economic conditions and differing 
political systems”. On the other 
hand, it has shamelessly lauded its 
“socialist community” as a “deci¬ 
sive factor” and “decisive force” 
for the destiny of the world. In a 
word, in the eyes of the Soviet 
revisionist lords the Third World 
countries are good for nothing and 
can accomplish nothing without 
being dependent on them. 

It is true that the Third World 
is composed of a large number of 
small and poor countries. But, 
since poverty gives rise to the 
desire for change, they want to 


stand up and make revolution. 
They are the new and rising revo¬ 
lutionary forces. Soviet social- 
imperialism, on the contrary, is a 
decaying, reactionary, moribund 
force and its so-called “socialist 
community” is nothing but a colo¬ 
nial system in a new form. This 
system, like the old one, is bound 
to collapse in the struggle by the 
people of the world against hege- 
monism. Are not the small and 
poor countries of the Third World 
joining forces against imperialism 
and hegemonism and striking 
terror into their hearts? Under 
such circumstances, the Soviet 
revisionists have the audacity to 
boast of their “socialist com¬ 
munity” as being the “decisive 
force” in the destiny of the world. 
Ridiculous! 

A New World 

The present international situa¬ 
tion is characterized by great dis¬ 
order throughout the world. As a 
Chinese saying goes, “The wind 
sweeping through the tower 
heralds a rising storm in the moun¬ 
tains.” Countries want independ¬ 
ence, nations want liberation, and 
the people want revolution. This 
has become the irresistible trend of 


history. All the basic contradic¬ 
tions of the world are sharpening, 
particularly the contradiction be¬ 
tween the two superpowers and 
the people of all countries, and that 
between the two superpowers 
themselves. The two superpowers, 
now beset with difficulties both at 
home and abroad, face one crisis 
after another. A second Chinese 
saying is appropriate here: “Flow¬ 
ers fall off, do what one may.” 

The situation is becoming more 
and more favorable to the revolu¬ 
tionary struggle of the people of 
the world and unfavorable to im¬ 
perialism and soci&l-imperialism. 
But while the prospect is bright, 
the road has twists and turns. If 
the countries and the people of the 
Third World strengthen their own 
unity, unite with all countries of 
the world subjected to the super¬ 
powers’ bullying, and unite with 
the people of the whole world — 
including the people of the United 
States and the Soviet Union — to 
form the broadest possible united 
front and wage a protracted and 
unremitting struggle, surely they 
will be able to bury colonialism 
and imperialism and the hegemon¬ 
ism of the superpowers and usher 
in a brand-new world. 


\ 
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FROM THE REVOLUTIONARY PAST 




The original Supplementary Book. 


TT ALF a century ago the Chinese 
Communist Party, in the first 
days of its leadership of the work¬ 
ers’ movement, organized a night 
school for the workers of the 
Anyuan Coal Mine and Railway. :i: 
Its textbooks were like lamps in 
the darkness to workers seeking a 
truth that could liberate them. 

After the Chinese Communist 
Party was founded on July 1, 1921, 
it concentrated on directing the 
workers’ struggles. That autumn 
Chairman Mao went to the mine 
at Anyuan. Chinese bureaucrat- 
capitalists owned it, imperialism 
controlled it and feudal-type bosses 
managed it. The oppression of 
these three made the Anyuan 


* The Anyuan coal mine is in the city of 
Pinghsiang in Kiangsi province. “Anyuan 
Coal Mine and Railway” was short for the 
coal mine and the railway which served it 
from Chuchow in neighboring Hunan 
province. 



Student card of the night school. 


miners a tremendous potential rev¬ 
olutionary force. Chairman Mao 
led the workers’ movement there. 
He educated and armed the workers 
with the basic theories of Marxism- 
Leninism, pointing out to them the 
road to emancipation. 

The workers’ night school opened 

/ 

in January 1922. Its policy was to 
“help the workers acquire neces¬ 
sary knowledge and strengthen 
their resolve to change society”. 
The students’ card bore the ham¬ 


mer and sickle in a five-pointed red 
star. The school played a great 
role in arousing, educating and 
organizing the workers with the 
basic theories of Marxism-Lenin¬ 
ism. Most of the workers who 
attended became leaders or activists 
in the labor movement. 

Following the success of the 
night school, a workers’ club was 
organized on International Labor 
Day, May 1, 1922. Its purpose was 
to unite the Anyuan miners and 
the railway workers on the 
Pinghsiang-Chuchow line. 

In September, under the leader- 
ship of Chairman Mao and the 
Party, the workers struck 17,000- 
strong, demanding back pay, higher 
wages, benefits, and a guarantee of 
political rights. The strike was a 
success. 

After the strike, the night school 
expanded to seven branches and 
six extra reading places. Night 
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classes for the workers and day 
classes for their children counted 
about 2,000 students. 

Two textbooks were used in the 
night school — the Workers' Text¬ 
book and the Supplementary Book. 
They linked Marxism-Leninism 
directly with the workers’ actual 
struggles and criticized the doc¬ 
trines of Confucius and Mencius, 
spiritual chains which the reac¬ 
tionary ruling classes had used to 
enslave the working people for 
over two thousand years. 



IIow the old Chinese ethical code 
(top of pyramid) rests on respect for 
the emperor, man-eat-man relations 
and tyranny (the three sides). 

The books were written to help 
the workers recognize their own 
strength and encourage them to 
struggle. In concise, everyday 
language, they soon became very 
popular. Old workers still remem¬ 
ber some of the texts and the 
influence they had in their revolu¬ 
tionary struggles. 

Lesson 5 in the Workers' Text¬ 
book was: 

Workers and peasants 
Are the most noble; 

With no workers and peasants , 
There’d be no world. 


Lesson 27: 

The idea of “fate" is a nar- 
cotic 

Used by the oppressing classes, 

Rogues also use it to cheat for 
a living. 

We luill not submit to the “will 
of Heaven", 

i 

We will overthrow the oppres¬ 
sors 

And save ourselves. 

These texts struck squarely at 
the reactionary Confucian theory 
that “life and death, rich and poor, 
are decided by the will of Heaven”, 
freeing the workers from the 
shackles of believing that it was 
their fate that had given them a 
hard life. 

The workers’ books also exposed 
the “benevolent rule” and the “rule 
of rites” taught by Confucius and 
Mencius and peddled by the re¬ 
actionary ruling classes. A simple 
picture in one of them illustrated 
the true nature of the old ethical 
code — a combination of respect 
for the emperor, man-eat-man rela¬ 
tions and tyranny. 


Fifth lesson in the Workers' Textbook. 



Using different forms — com¬ 
parisons, questions and answers, 
rhymes and stories — the books 
constantly repeated the truth about 
classes and class struggle. The 
sixth lesson of the Workers' Text¬ 
book went like this: 

Capitalists do not work, 

But wear the finest, eat the 
best. 

Where do their clothes and 
food come from? 

Out of the blood and sweat of 
the workers! 

And Lesson 38: 

Rich people's tables have the 
best wine. 

Their tables offer the best . 
dishes. 

The wine is the blood and 
sweat of the common people, 

The dishes are their flesh and 
bones! 

Awake, you who are being 
eaten by others! 

The texts also gave class educa¬ 
tion by describing life in the mine 
and the miners’ bitter family 
histories: 


Lesson 56 of the Workers' Textbook. 
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The father digs coal in the pit, 
the son drags it out. While the coal 
piles into a mountain, the father 
and son go hungry. Today’s food 
was eaten yesterday, the wife 

and children are cold and hungry. 
For three months no wages have 
been paid. Life is so hard! 

Lesson 61 of the Workers 9 Text¬ 
book reads: 

My grandfather, a blacksmith 
all his life, 

His life is almost spent. 

My father knew how to make 
a machine, 

But his body was cut into 
three pieces. 

My uncle was a hired farm la¬ 
borer, 

Later he spat blood. 

1 came to Pinghsiang to be a 
miner, 

And suffer every heavy op¬ 
pression : 

Though I work around the 
clock, 

I never earn enough to eat and 
wear. 

The Supplementary Book con¬ 
tained a short essay called “Rob¬ 
bery or Making Fortunes”: 

A man, holding a glittering 
sword, stands by a road. When a 
traveler comes, he holds him up, 
robs his treasure and runs away. 
This is called robbery. 

Landlords force their tenants to 
pay rent, and thus become richer 
and richer. Bosses deduct from 
workers’ wages; warlords exploit 
the people to fill their pockets. This 
is called amassing great fortunes! 

• • « 

The robber only harms one or a 
few, but whenever people see him, 
they grind their teeth in hatred. 
The landlords, bosses and warlords 
harm as many as a hundred thou¬ 
sand, but this is called “making a 
fortune”! 

What’s the difference between 
the two? When one robs a few 


it is called robbery, and when one 
robs great numbers it is called 
making a fortune! 

The textbooks also criticized the 
obscurantist philosophy of Con¬ 
fucius and Mencius, such as “the 
doctrine of the mean” and “har¬ 
mony is to be prized”. They taught 

the Marxist philosophy of struggle. 

* 

In the Supplementary Book, a 
piece called “Workers and Stu¬ 
dents” sharply posed the question: 
“Why do the classes which hold 
power by violence hate and fear 
the aroused students and work¬ 
ers?” It answered in everyday 
metaphors. The old ethical code 
and culture of feudalism was 
“opium treasured by the r uling 
classes to use against the poor”. 
The new Marxist culture and 
thought was a “disinfectant”. “If 
this disinfectant is used widely 
throughout society and the op¬ 
pressed classes are awakened, it 
will be a big threat to the rulers! 
And if the workers acquire work¬ 
ing-class consciousness and unite 
to challenge them, it will shake the 
foundations of their life even 
more.” 

This was precisely why the 
reactionary ruling classes bitterly 
hated the spread of Marxism in 
China. It was also why their hack 
writers worked so hard to say that 
Marxist theory on proletarian rev¬ 
olution and the dictatorship of the 
proletariat was out of keeping with 
China’s traditions, that it was a 
Chinese characteristic to “compro¬ 
mise”, that “the Chinese are not 
used to and do not like to make 
drastic revolutionary changes”. 

The Supplementary Book ex¬ 
pounded the basic theories of pro¬ 
letarian revolution and the dicta¬ 
torship of the proletariat with 
themes like the working class, 
capital, capitalists and capitalism, 
imperial capitalism, why we want 
revolution, political revolution and 
social revolution, socialism. 


The text “Why We Want Rev-: 
olution” explained to the workers 
the Marxist theory of the necessity 
of meeting the violence of the rul¬ 
ing classes with violent revolution. 
It quoted Marx as the answer: 
“There is only one way in which 
the murderous death agonies of 
the old society and the bloody birth 
throes of the new society can be 
shortened, simplified and concen¬ 
trated, and that way is revolution¬ 
ary terror.” 

Lesson 56 of the Workers 9 Text¬ 
book was “The Workers’ School 
dSong”: 

It is we workers who create 
the world, 

It is we workers who change 
society! 

We rush on the enemies. 

Capture and kill them, 

Open up a bright path, 

Wipe out all crime and evil; 

We will break this world’s 
cage l 

Vanguards, charge! Charge! 

This was the fighting call of the 
awakened Anyuan workers and 
also the marching song of the 
Chinese working class who, under 
the leadership of its own revolu¬ 
tionary party — the Chinese Com¬ 
munist Party — fought their way 
onto the political stage and declar¬ 
ed war on the old world. 


Answers to LANGUAGE 
CORNER Exercises 
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YEN NAI-HUA 


A large number of young athletes from many countries came to the fore in the recent 
Seventh Asian Games in Teheran, the future generation for Asian sports. Here are three from 
China. 


Markswoman Li Ya-min 

6 

\ SOLE WOMAN stood out 
among the contenders on the 
shooting range at the Aryamehr 
Sports Center in Teheran last 
September 5 — a young woman 
with her hair in two braids and 
wearing a bright red jersey with 
the golden national Tien An Men 
emblem pinned on it. She was 
20-year-old Li Ya-min. When her 
turn came, eyes alert, she aimed 
her pistol at the target, and with 
calm determination fired 60 shots 
one after another into the bull’s- 
eye 25 meters away to score 555 
points. With this she broke the 
women’s world record for the 
event. The former record of 554 
points had been set by Australia’s 
J. Trim at Phoenix in the United 
States in 1970. 

Li Ya-min is on the staff of an 

army medical research institute in 

• -• 

Peking. A lover of sports since 
childhood, while still in primary 
school she enrolled in a gymnastics 
class in a spare-time sports school. 
After joining the army, taking to 
heart Chairman Mao’s advice that 
a person should be competent both 
civil and military-wise, she threw 
herself into her military training 
with great enthusiasm. She soon 
developed a great interest in pistol 
shooting. Though she had pre¬ 
viously never had a pistol in her 
hand, she became a world record- 
breaker after only a year and a 
half of practice. 

She used to shoot three or four 
hours without a break under the 


blazing summer sun and even in 
the cold of winter, warming her 
hands with her breath and stamp¬ 
ing her numbed feet on the frozen 
ground. She would shoot at a 
target made unsteady by the wind, 
and on rainy days would stand 
under the eaves aiming at the in¬ 
distinct outline of the bull’s-eye. 
At night she often practiced aiming 
at a small paper target she had 
drawn herself and put up on the 
wall of her room. Finding that the 
handle of the pistol was bruising 
her wrist, she taped it up. This 
affected her aim, so she tore the 
tape away and kept on in spite of 
the pain. 

In one contest Li Ya-min won 
first place by scoring 193 points in 
20 shots. But as the others gather¬ 
ed around to congratulate her she 
stood frowning at the target. On 
one imperfect shot she had lost 
two points. She spent the evening 
alone in her room thinking the 
matter over. Finally she conclud¬ 
ed that she had not held the gun 
steady and had pulled the trigger 
before taking perfect aim. To 
overcome this shortcoming, she 
concentrated on strengthening her 
arm. Every morning and evening 
she did push-ups and exercised 
with dumbbells. She also prac¬ 
ticed aiming with a brick tied to 
the handle of the pistol. 

Last May at the selective trials 
for the Asian Games, she equaled 
the world record for the women’s 
standard pistol event. She chalked 



Li Ya-min. 


up an even better record four 
months later at the Asian Games. 

Li Kung-cheng, the 
Youngest Champion 

A S the swimming stadium of 
the Aryamehr Sports Center 
buzzed with the noise of a capacity 
crowd, an agile young swimmer in 
black trunks mounted the 10-meter 
diving platform. With a short run 
and a powerful spring he left the 
platform to perform the highly- 
difficult triple twist with a one- 
and-a-half forward somersault. 
Fifteen-year-old Li Kung-cheng 
won first place in the Asian Games 
men’s 10-m. platform diving com¬ 
petition with a score of 536.10 
points. 

Friends from many countries 
came up to congratulate the young 



CHINA RECONSTRUCTS 


v 




athlete and his coach, shaking his 
hand and embracing him. In the 
stands spectators, many mothers 
and children among them, stood 
waving their arms and shouting, 
“Li, Li!” 

Li Kung-cheng is a student in 
a physical training school in the 
Kwangsi Chuang Autonomous 
Region. In 1971, while still a fifth 
grader, he was chosen for the 
Kwangsi province youth diving 
team. Its leaders gave particular 
attention to training Li and several 
other young members of the team. 
Hsu I-ming, Li’s coach, had himself 
worked long and hard over the two 
and a half backward somersault 
pike, considered one of the most 
difficult movements in diving. 
Though Hsu is vigorous and dar¬ 
ing, he was never able to really 
master it. “Even if I can’t do it,” 
decided Hsu, a member of the Chi¬ 
nese Communist Youth League, 
'‘that doesn’t mean others can’t.” 
He proceeded to help Li all he 
could. 

Hsu often reminded Li of revolu¬ 
tionary martyrs like Tung Tsun-jui 
and Huang Chi-kuang, two army- 
men who did not hesitate to sacri¬ 
fice their lives for the revolution. 
Inspired by their examples, Li 
went at his diving training with a 
spirit of daring to think, daring to 
do and daring to create. 

Summing up the lessons of his 
own failure, Hsu mapped out a 
new training routine for Li: First, 
master the somersaults and twists 
and then do them over the water. 
Through repeated practice, Li 
finally succeeded with the two- 
and-a-half backward somersault 
pike and went on to other things. 

Two weeks before the Chinese 
sports delegation was to leave 
Peking for Teheran, Li was still 
practicing hard to perfect the last 
of the six optional dives he was to 
perform — a triple twist with a 
one-and-a-half forward somersault. 
One day he stood at the approach 
to the diving platform gazing at 
the water. Thinking he was a bit 


nervous, Coach Hsu standing down 
below said, “If you don’t feel like 
doing it today, you can try tomor¬ 
row.” “Never mind,” replied Li, 
and before he had finished speak¬ 
ing he was out on the platform. 
He somersaulted while making 
three twists. Then, with great 
force he extended his right arm in 
the direction opposite his move¬ 
ment to bring his revolving body 
to an abrupt halt, and made a neat 
entry into the water. His creative 
performance and cool resolution 
won applause from all who were 
watching. 

The Teheran meet was Li’s first 
international competition, but he 
performed his four required and 
six optional dives with precision 
and grace. He became the young¬ 
est champion at the Seventh Asian 
Games. 



A dive by Li Kung-cheng 
at the Asian Games. 


Distance Runner 
Sung Mei-hua 

Tj" IGHTEEN-YEAR-OLD Sung 
^ Mei-hua stepped onto the 
platform at the track-and-field 
ground of the Aryamehr Sports 
Center to receive a gold medal as 
winner of the women’s 1,500 m. 
race. As the five-star flag was 


raised and her national anthem 
played, as is done for all prize¬ 
winners, she told herself she was 
able to win this honor only because 
the Chinese Communist Party and 
the people had enabled her to have 
the training for it. 

Sung Mei-hua is from a poor 
peasant family in Yehsien county, 
Shantung province. As a child she 
liked to run and jump. She was 


Sung Mei-hua as she set a new national record in the 1,500-meter 
race at the 1974 national track-and-field championships in October. 
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on the track-and-field teams in pri¬ 
mary and middle school. While in 
senior middle school she was taken 
into a spare-time sports school 
for special training. In the autumn 
of 1973 when she was 17, she was 
recommended by the people of her 
commune and the sports committee 
of the Yentai administrative region 
to enrol in the Peking Institute of 
Physical Culture. “The people sent 
me to college and I intend to study 
for the people,” she told her class¬ 
mates. 

China had not been making a 
very good showing in middle- and 
long-distance running, especially 
in the women’s events. Veteran 
long-distance runners encouraged 
Sung Mei-hua to take on the 
responsibility of trying to improve 
the situation. Though her period 
of training has been rather short, 
she has been persistent and made 
good use of her time. She went at 
it as a revolutionary task. On the 
course, instead of starting out at a 
slower pace as most middle- 
distance runners do, she would go 
as fast as she could, and would do 
many more rounds than the requir¬ 
ed distance. She would give others 
a 100-200 m. lead and still be able 
to catch up. She went along with 
the men on their 10,000-m. runs, 
and kept up with them. Once, 
though she was to take part in a 
competition two days later, she did 
the 150-m. change-of-pace run 50 
times without a break. 

Sung Mei-hua’s high revolution¬ 
ary consciousness enabled her 
to use her time so well that she 
completed the requirements for the 
three-year training course in one 
year, with striking improvement 
in her records. In August 1974 in 
a contest with a Moroccan team in 
Peking she set a new national 
women’s 1,500-m. record of 4 min. 
32.8 sec. At the Seventh Asian 
Games she was behind in the first 
two laps of the 1,500-m. final, but 
sprinted on the last 200 m. She 
caught up 30 m. from the finish 
line and was first to breast the 
tape. Her time of 4 min. 28.68 sec. 
topped her own previous record 
and placed the Chinese national 
record at 5.22 sec. less than it had 
stood early in August. 



HE SKELETON of a stegodon, an extinct form of elephant, found 
in China’s Kansu province has been dated by Chinese scien¬ 
tists, and more has been learned about the times in which it lived. 

j 

The skeleton, one of the biggest and best preserved discovered in the 
world, has been restored by the Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology 
and Paleoanthropology of the Chinese Academy of Sciences and is 
now on exhibit at the Peking Museum of Natural History. Ex¬ 
cavated in the summer of 1973 (see China Reconstructs, March 1974) 
along the Malien River in Kansu province’s Hoshui county in the 
area drained by the Yellow River, the form of elephant represented 
by these fossils has been named the Yellow River Stegodon. 


The skeleton of the Yellow River Stegodon restored and 
on display at the Peking Museum of Natural History. 



38 


CHINA RECONSTRUCTS 



























Jt\\ 


The site where the stegodon was excavated. 


The skeleton is a rather complete 
one, including the hundred bones 
of its four hooves, its vertebrae 
and the huge skull. It measures 4 
meters high and 8 meters long 
with tusks over 3 meters long. 

To find out what period the 
Yellow River Stegodon existed, 
how it lived and what its natural 
surroundings were like, a team of 
paleontologists spent considerable 
time on the loess plateau of eastern 
Kansu. The skeleton was found in 
a layer of gravel and grayish marl 
formed over two million years ago. 
This layer lay directly below the 
loess, which was formed between 
10,000 and 500,000 years ago. Below 
the stegodon layer is a layer of red 
clay formed about 10 million years 
ago, and below that, bedrock form¬ 
ed about 100 million years ago. 

With the help of local commune 
members the team also found fos¬ 
sils of more than ten other forms 
of vertebrates in the same layer of 
this area. They include the three¬ 
toed horse and other extinct species 
of the horse, and extinct species of 
the elephant, mole-rat, ostrich, 
camel and antelope. Such studies 
in the locale show that this stego¬ 
don lived in the early Pleistocene 
period, about two million years 
ago. 

The plant life of that period 
can no longer be found today, 
but the large amount of spore and 
pollen plant life in the layer of 
earth where the stegodon skeleton 
lay buried offer valuable clues to 
what it was like. Most abundant 
were cyperaceae, of which the 
sedge is a descendant. From the 
kinds of animals and plants that 
existed then and the nature of the 
soil it can be deduced that during 
that period the climate in this part 
of Kansu was much hotter and 


drier than today. The area was a 
typical grassland with few trees. 

The fact that the soft spot on the 

stegodon skull had grown together 

showed that it was an adult, but 
# 

it was the teeth that gave final 
evidence of its age — over 100. 
Unlike most mammals, elephants 
grow a new set of molars when the 
first set is worn down by usage. 
A third set appears when the 
second wears down. Present-day 
Asian elephants are about 15 years 
old at the appearance of the first 
molars, 25 for the second set and 
45 for the third set. The third set 
is the biggest and takes longest to 
wear down. It is usually good for 
several dozen years. The molars 
of the stegodon fossil were those 
of the third set and they had 
been ground down a great deal, 
indicating that this stegodon had 
already lived more than a hundred 
years. The size of its tusks and 
shape of its skull and pelvic bones 
show that it was a male. 

The earliest ancestors of the 
elephant probably appeared in 
northern Africa about 50 million 
years ago. When the continents 
of Europe, Asia and the Americas 
were connected their descendants, 
the mastodons, gradually spread out 
to all continents except Australia. 
In China mastodon fossils have 
been found in Sinkiang, Chinghai, 
Shansi, Shensi, Szechuan, Yun¬ 
nan, the Inner Mongolian and 
Kwangsi Chuang autonomous re¬ 
gions and other places. Some of 
the mastodons evolved into true 
elephants. The Yellow River Stego¬ 
don was one kind of true elephant, 
but it became extinct long, long 

ago. 

Today herds of elephants roam 
the subtropical forests of Hsi- 



Cleaning the skull after it was unearthed. 


shuangpanna in China’s Yunnan 
province. The discovery of the 
stegodon fossils on the Kansu loess 
plateau provides valuable material 
for studying not only the evolution 
of the elephant but also the geog¬ 
raphy and climate of ancient times. 

The Yellow River Stegodon was 
found during the Great Proletarian 
Cultural Revolution. Stegodon fos¬ 
sils — mainly cranial bones and 
teeth — have been found in' China 
for more than a century, but most 
unearthed before liberation were 
monopolized by institutions serving 
the imperialists. Since liberation 
China’s own scientific research has 
made rapid progress under the 
leadership of the Communist Party 
and Chairman Mao. 
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Fields created by the Li people of the Red Flag commune on Hainan Island. 


ACROSS THE LA ND 

* V * 

m 

Striking 
Changes 
in Hainan 
Island 

Commune 


A Li commune member sprays insecticide. 



From the primitive slash-and-burn method of farming the Li people 
of the Red Flag People’s Commune on Hainan Island have moved to 
modern, scientific farming. The commune, located in the Wuchih Moun¬ 
tains of the Li-Miao Autonomous Chou on Kwangtung province’s Hai¬ 
nan Island, has through the members’ own hard work carried out ex¬ 
tensive capital construction on the land. In this they followed the lead 
of the model Tachai brigade in Shansi province, as Chairman Mao has 
urged. No longer dependent on the whims of nature, with water control 
projects they get good harvests regardless of drought or flood. Grain 
production has topped 7.5 tons per hectare every year since 1967. 

The commune members have opened up over 300 hilltops for grow¬ 
ing tropical crops, which thrive in the area’s mild climate — pineapples, 
tea-oil, rubber and pepper. As production develops the lives of the peo¬ 
ple also improve. Medical, cultural and educational facilities have ex¬ 
panded greatly. 


Another bumper rice harvest. 
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Eighty-six hectares opened on the 
hilltops yield 600 tons of pineap¬ 
ples and other fruit a year. 


Collecting rubber, one of the new cash crops being developed 


Primary school education is universal throughout the commune 
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Li: (Kai men) A! 

L&o Zhang, 

qing 

Jin! 

Ni shangci 

zai 

w6 

jia jiandao 

de qlngnian 

Li: (Opens door.) Ah! 

Old Zhang, 

please (come) in! 

You last time 

at 

my home saw 

young 


I 



X/v ']' 



T 

A o 

Zhang: Xinni&n haoj 




gongren Xiao 

Wang 

y£ 

canjiale 

biaoyan. 

Zhang: New Year good! 




worker Little 

Wang 

also 

took part in 

performance. 
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*?, & A7o #&! ( ifcn ) 

Zhang: H&o, wd zdu le. Zsrij&n! (Chfi m6n) 
Zhang: Good, I (am) going. Again see! (Goes out door.) 

#* (i*#] n &) 

Li: (Sdngd&o mlnkdu) Zaijian! 

Li: (Takes to doorway.) Again see! 

♦ 

Translation 

Zhang: (Knocks on door.) 

Li: (Opens door.) Oh, Old Zhang, please come in! 

Zhang: Happy New Year! 

Li: Happy New Year! Please sit down. Would you like some tea? 
Zhang: Don’t bother. I’m only going to stay a little while. 

Li: How have you been spending the New Year? Did you go to 
any activities? 

Zhang: Our factory had a program last night. Many numbers 
were performed. 

Li: Was it lively? 

Zhang: Very lively. There was singing, dancing, and many other 
numbers. Little Wang, the young worker you saw at my house 

last time, also took part in the performance. Did your factory 
have any activities? 

r 

Li: Our factory showed a new film. My wife and child went too. 
We all had a good time. 

Zhang: The weather is fine today. Our whole family plans to go 
to Chungshan Park this afternoon. We’d like to ask you to come 
with us. Have you time? 

Li: I have time. We can all go together. We’ll come to your house 
at 2 o’clock. Is that all right? 

* 

Zhang: All right. I’ll go now. Good-bye! (Goes out of door.) 
Li: (Goes with Zhang to the doorway.) Good-bye! 

Notes 

> 

1. Questions 

(1) The simplest way to ask a question in Chinese 
is to add ma p 2) at the end of a declarative sentence. 
There is no change in word order. Wo you shijian, 

ni you shijian ma? {ft t at f a l "3 ? (I have 

time. Do you have time?) 

(2) Interrogative words are another way of 
forming questions. They are: shui (who), shenme 
•fl- & (what), shenme shihou if £ Bft{£ (when), nar ^ ;L 
(where), ji JL (how many) and zenmeyang £ # (how). 
They are not all placed at the beginning of the sen¬ 
tence, but where the answer should be. Word order 
is the same as in a declarative sentence. Shui lai le? 

i| T ? (Who has come ?) Answer: Lao /.hang 

I4i le 4?-%. £ To (Old Zhang has come). Ta shi shui? 

{fe^ifi? (Who is he ?) Answer: Ta shi wo de pengyou 


fe A. & &vi flU o (He is my friend). Ni canjia shenme 

huddftng le? {ft #a if Z J ? (What activities did 

you go to?) Answer: W5 canjia wanhui le 

o (I went to an evening program). Ni xlnni&n 

gud de zenmeyang? (How did 

you spend New Year’s?) Answer: Wo xinnidn 
gud de hen hao (I spent New Year’s 

very well). 

2. Adjective as predicate . Generally speaking, 
verbs are the main element in the predicates of most 
Chinese sentences. However, in some cases, an 
adjective (with its modifiers) forms the predicate. 
Then the verb “to be” is not used between the 
subject and predicate. Jintian de tianqi hen hao 

(Today’s weather is very fine). 

3. Lao ff and xiao *1'. These are often placed 
before family names (here, Zhang and Wang i 
as in •%;%-, d'i). This form of address is used 
between friends and comrades to show familiarity. 4?- 
usually refers to an older person and <b to a younger 
person. 

4. Bfi keqi is often used in daily life to 

show politeness. means literally “guest air”. 

When one says \ (or bie keqi #] %. \), he means 
“Don’t regard me as a guest”. 

5. Airen means husband or wife. The 

word itself does not designate which. 

Exercises 

• ^ 

I. Change the following sentences into questions 
with the proper word in the parentheses in place of 
the underlined parts: 

(#, {f&, fft&lH-fc, JL) 

2 . 

3 . **.«$*. 

5 , 

1 1 * ■ 

6 . 

/ • 

II. Translate the following sentences into Chinese: 

1.. That book is very good. 

* 

2. Everybody is very happy. 

3. Your program (evening meeting) was very 
lively, but their’s was not. 

(Answers on. p. 35) 
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First Tea Crop on a 

Northern Mountain _ 

" CHANG LIN 


A LL China drinks tea, but not 
all China grows it. For cen¬ 
turies tea-drinkers in the cold, dry 
north imported it from the warm 
moist provinces of the south. Peas¬ 
ants in temperate Shantung prov¬ 
ince are changing this. If you 
stand on the Yishan Mountains in 
Linchu county today, below the 
forests on the southern slope you 
will see terraced tea gardens of 
nearby people’s communes. 

Members of the Walnut Garden 
brigade first thought of trying to 
cultivate tea in 1965. Not all 

4 

of them agreed. Objections came 
out in a meeting organized by their 
Party branch to discuss it. Con¬ 
servative people shook their heads. 
“Too cold and dry here,” they said. 
“Less than 30 inches of rain a year 
and only six months without frost. 
Hard winters. We’re not the south, 
you know.” 

Most of the members wanted to 
try. One of them pointed out, 
“Chairman Mao says that in devel¬ 
oping our agriculture we should 
'take grain as the key link and en¬ 
sure an all-round development'. 
All-round development means a 
diversified economy, and growing 
tea is a good way to help. And 
supplying tea for the mountain 
people in this area is a good way 
to support socialist construction.” 
Others tackled the doubters: 
“Chairman Mao says to acquire 
knowledge you have to take part 
in the actual struggle to change 
reality. If we don’t try, how do we 
know that tea won’t grow here?” 

Failure 

The brigade chose a ravine as 
close to the tea-growing environ¬ 
ment of the south as possible. It 


was protected by woods, the soil 
was slightly acid and a year-round 
spring could supply water. 

In the slack winter season of 

1965, the brigade members headed 

by the Party secretary began the 
work, building up terraced^fields 

and digging storage ponds. The 

earth was strewn with boulders, 

frozen solid and covered with snow. 

But the idea of being able to grow 

tea for the country made them 

enthusiastic. They removed the 

snow, used picks on the hard 

ground and star drills on the 

boulders. By spring they had over 

a hectare of terraced fields, which 

they sowed with tea seeds brought 

from the south. Three weeks later, 

to their great satisfaction, the 

shoots came up. 

Half a month later the young 
plants began to turn yellow and 
the peasants watched 95 percent of 
them die. 

♦ 

Now the conservative members 

♦ 

complained, “It’s foolish to expect 
southern tea plants to settle down 
in the north!” Again most of the 
members answered the doubters. 
One of them said, “You emphasize 
the 95 out of a hundred that died, 
but you forget the five that sur¬ 
vived. Those five show there is a 
possibility for success.” 

Wang Hsin-yuan, in charge of 
the experiment, supported this. An 
old peasant, he knew every hard¬ 
ship the old society could give and 
since liberation has been highly 
active in revolutionary work. To 
prepare for the tea-growing ex¬ 
periment he had studied many 
reference books. Now he brought 
his bed roll to the tea garden in the 
mountains, ate his food and slept 
there. Day and night he kept a 


close watch on the shoots. Finally 
he analyzed the problem. 

In the south, tea seeds are sown 
in rainy weather. When they come 
up, the peasants shelter them well. 
The shoots need moist air and soil. 
But in these mountains there is 
practically no rain in the spring. 
They had watered the fields before 
they planted, but in the dry atmos¬ 
phere the moisture soon evaporat¬ 
ed. Moreover they had not sown 
the seeds deep enough or sheltered 
the shoots well. 

Wang and his comrades improv¬ 
ed their cultivating method. The 
next winter they deep-plowed their 
tea fields — now two hectares — 
and prepared the soil carefully. In 
the spring they irrigated thorough¬ 
ly and planted the seeds deeper. 
Then they watched the moisture 
and sprayed water when it was 
needed. When shoots came up, 
they sheltered them with twigs. 
This time their careful work re¬ 
versed things — 95 percent sur¬ 
vived. 

The tea plants grew well through 
the summer and autumn. Now 
they faced another test — the cold 

t 

northern winter. In the Yishan 
Mountains, winters often hit 19° C. 
below zero (seldom below zero in 
the south). Protecting the tea 
plants would take great effort. 

The Party branch invited some 
old experienced peasants to the 
fields to discuss what could be 
done. “Garlic plants get through 
the winter well if you cover them 
with bean leaves,” one of them 
suggested. “Why not try it on the 
tea plants?” Others suggested 
building windbreaks with branches 
and grass. The suggestions were 
carried out. 
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When it turned warm again the 
next spring they pulled down the 
windbreaks and removed the bean 
leaves — only to see almost half of 
their plants frozen! 

Success 

Neither the leaders nor the 
brigade members would give up. 
The desire to grow tea for the 
mountain region and so help in the 
country’s construction drove them 
to persist. In a discussion on ways 
to solve the problem everybody 
contributed his ideas. Someone 
said, “Garlic has been grown a long 
time in the north, so it’s probably 
cold-resistant. We applied the 
method to tea plants too automati¬ 
cally.” Another went further: “We 
only thought of giving the plants 
shelter but we didn’t give them all 
they could eat and drink before 
winter came. So they were weak 
and couldn’t stand the cold.” 

That winter before the first frost, 
they soaked the soil thoroughly 
and applied 60 tons of fertilizer on 
their two hectares of tea fields. 
Food and water during the winter 
raised the plants’ resistance. They 
piled up a mound of earth around 
each plant, producing a “hothouse” 
effect. Then they built windbreaks 
around the fields. 

One day that winter a heavy 
snow toppled the windbreaks and 
the thermometer dropped to 19° C. 
below zero. Ignoring the bitter 
cold, Wang Hsin-yuan and others 
repaired the breaks and stayed long 
in the fields, testing the tempera¬ 
ture of the soil. At night they 
couldn’t sleep, and went back 
several times to check. 

Under this kind of careful 
management the plants survived 
and in 1971 the brigade picked its 
first tea leaves. Soon a second- 
generation tea plant, more adapt¬ 
able to the cold, dry north, was 
raised. Other brigades in com¬ 
munes around the Yishan Moun¬ 
tains have followed the Walnut 
Garden brigade and built tea gar¬ 
dens. Today the mountain people 
have their own tea. 



Careful management 


Picking tea in new fields. 
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A branch of the East Jungpu glacier on Mt. Jolmo Lungma. 
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GEOGRAPHY OF CHINA 


1% fOST of China’s present gla- 
-*-*-*• ciers are of the Alpine type, 


Acting like solid reservoirs, 


formed by layers of fresh snow on 


these glaciers are the sources of the 
famous rivers of Asia — the Yellow 


the mountains gradually compact- 


River, the Yangtze, Lantsang, Nu- 


ed into granular snow and then 


kiang, Ganges and Indus. Melted 


into solid glacial ice. When a large 


snow and ice are the main sources 


amount of glacial ice collects, it 


of water for irrigating farmland in 


begins to creep slowly down the 


the arid inland areas of northwest 


mountain slope, like 


frozen 


China. For generations the people 


river. 


in the deserts of Sinkiang’s Dzun- 


Having a great many mountains, 


China also has quite a number of 


garian, Tarim and Turfan basins 
have channeled this water to in¬ 


Alpine glaciers, concentrated in 


numerable oases. 


her western regions. In the Altai, 


Glaciers are extremely sensitive 


Tienshan, Chilien, Kunlun and 


to variations in climate. When the 


Himalaya mountains are thousands 


temperature drops and precipita¬ 


of glaciers of different shapes. 


tion increases, they grow. When 


They cover a total area of 44,000 


the weather turns warm they re¬ 


square kilometers and contain an 


treat. These “natural thermom- 


estimated 2,300,000 million cubic 


meters of water. 


eters” are of great significance 
for the study of variations in 




mm ^ 
* 







climate in ancient and modern 


times. 


Although glaciers are important 


in the life of the people and in na¬ 


tional construction, in old China 


research in glaciology was almost 


a blank. A research institute for 
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this purpose was set up after the 
People’s Republic was established 
in 1949. Now extensive investiga¬ 
tions have been made of the 
present-day glaciers in China’s 
major mountain ranges. 

In the Chilien and Tienshan 
mountains are many small valley 
glaciers under ten kilometers long. 
There are also quite a few cirque 
glaciers in the hollows on the 
mountain slopes. Branch-like val¬ 
ley glaciers measuring from 20 to 
30 km. in length are found only in 
the Himalayas and in the Mt. Khan 
Tengri area in the western Tien- 
shans. The 36-km.-long Kalagyuri 
glacier below Mt. Khan Tengri is 
the longest known in China. 

HE MAIN feature of China’s 
glaciers is their pronounced 
continental nature, the scientists’ 
investigations, observations and 
studies have concluded. They are 
located in areas of little pre¬ 
cipitation, a thin layer of snow, 
low air temperature, and glacial 
temperatures usually below zero. 
Most of the mountains and pla¬ 
teaus in western China are far 
from the sea. The precipitation in 
the Altai, Tienshan and the western 


section of the Chilien Mountains 
gradually decreases from north¬ 
west to southeast. In the western 
section of the Tienshans, it is 800 
to 1,000 millimeters annually, 
while in the eastern section, 500- 
700 mm. Precipitation in the west¬ 
ern section of the Chilien Moun¬ 
tains is only about 300 mm. a year. 

Glaciers in China are much 
colder than those of the same lati¬ 
tude in other countries. Their 
temperatures are similar to those 
of the northern and southern polar 
regions. 

Another feature of China’s gla¬ 
ciers is their slow movement. In 
general, her glaciers under 10 km. 
long do not move over 30 meters 
a year. This is much slower than 
those of Europe’s Alps, which 
move 150 meters a year. This re¬ 
flects the fact that China’s glaciers 
are not thick, the ice measuring 
only 100 to 200 meters in depth. 
Their advance and retreat are not 
obvious. 

At high altitudes and low tem¬ 
peratures there is little melting, 
and what does occur takes place in 


summer. This is another feature . 

t 9 • 

of continental glaciers. The max¬ 
imum depth of melting at the 
leading edge of China’s glaciers 
ranges from 1,500 to 2,500 mm. a 
year and this is caused mainly by 
heat from the sun. Differences in 
degree of surface melting often 
lead to the formation of ice dunes. 
Splendid forests of variform ice 
towers 30 to 50 meters high lie at 
the leading edge of some of the 

• •• 

huge glaciers in the Himalayas. Ice 
water turns glacial hollows into 
rippling blue lakes and carves 
tunnels like crystal palaces to 
create a fascinating natural scene. 

LACIERS have been utilized in 
solving the problem of water 
for agriculture in China’s arid 
northwest since the founding of 
the People’s Republic. Between 
1958 and 1960, 14 teams made 
large-scale investigations of gla¬ 
ciers in the Chilien, Tienshan and 
Muztagh Ata - Kungur Mountains. 
They set up glacial monitoring 
stations, experimented with in¬ 
ducing the ice to melt and carried 
on education about methods of 
doing it. They have gained con¬ 
siderable experience in exploiting 




Scientists climbing an ice peak to make an investigation. 



Glacial cave. 
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and utilizing the high mountain 
snow and ice as sources of water. 

Glaciers on Mt. Sisha Pangma 
and Mt. Jolmo Lungma on the 
northern slope of the Himalayas 
have been investigated in the past 
decade. Researchers in glacial 
geology, geomorphology, meteorol¬ 
ogy and hydrology, surveyors and 
mountain explorers have obtained 
a lot of valuable data. Using land 
photography surveying, they pro¬ 


duced highly accurate, well-tinted 
topographic maps of glaciers in the 
Mt. Jolmo Lungma area. A 1973 
survey of the Atsa glacier in the 
Sangngachos area in the south¬ 
eastern Himalayas found it to be a 
glacier of the oceanic type. So far 
this is the only data about a 

Chinese oceanic glacier. 

# 

Such surveys provide important 
material for further understanding 
the regional characteristics of 


China’s glaciers. In southeastern 
Tibet, for instance, mud flows — 
caused by water from the melting 
ice — pouring down the steep 
slopes frequently block rivers, 
cover highways, wreck bridges, 
damage forests and result in loss 
of livestock and human life. 
Studies on the formation of such 
flows and measures worked out to 
prevent and control them have 
brought good results. 
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Taching 
and Tachai 




T WO “red banners” leading the country 
forward, the Taching oil field, whose 
example the country is urged to follow 
in building industry, and Tachai, the com¬ 
mune brigade which is the national model 
for agriculture, are featured on two special 
sets of five stamps each. They were 
issued on September 30, 1974, the eve of 
new China’s 25th anniversary, by the Chi¬ 
nese Ministry of Posts and Telecommuni¬ 
cations. The opening of the Autumn 1974 
Chinese Export Commodities Fair on 
October 15 was the occasion for the issue 
of a special stamp on the fair. All stamps 
are of 8 fen denomination. 

T HE TACHING set, entitled “The Red 
Banner of Taching”, bears serial 
numbers T4 (5-1 to 5-5). 

Stamp 1. Portrait of the late worker 
“Iron Man” Wang Chin-hsi, a giant in the 
battle to build the oil field, against a back¬ 
ground of flag-decked derricks. Vermilion, 
cobalt, reddish purple, salmon. 

Stamp 2. Oil workers studying Chair¬ 
man Mao’s works by the light of a bon¬ 
fire. Red-orange, lemon, yellow-olive, 
black. 

Stamp 3. Drilling in a blizzard. Cobalt, 
deep blue, salmon, white. 

Stamp 4. Taching technicians, two men 
and a woman, against a background of 
refinery towers. Cobalt, deep blue, orange- 
red, salmon, white. 

Stamp 5. View of the Taching new-type 
oil field which carries on agriculture be¬ 
tween the derricks. Emerald, yellow-green, 
grey-blue, vermilion, brown. 

T HE TACHAI set, entitled “The Red 
Banner of Tachai”, bears the serial 
numbers T5 (5-1 to 5-5). 

Stamp 1. Two members of the Tachai 
production brigade confidently facing the 
future. In the background are terraced 
fields built with their own hard work. 
Vermilion, rose, salmon, apple-green, grey- 
blue. 

Stamp 2. Tachai men and women re¬ 
moving boulders in the driving snow to 
build new fields. Lavender, cobalt, salmon, 
brown. 

Stamp 3. Tachai peasants experiment 
with scientific farming. Yellow-orange, 
orange-brown, salmon, vermilion, yellow- 
green, cobalt. 


4 



Stamp 4. A convoy of trucks taking a 
big harvest of grain to the state purchasing 
station. Orange-red, vermilion, yellow- 
green, light blue, yellow. 

Stamp 5. Young members of the Tachai 
brigade, shouldering the picks and shovels 
of their elders, marching forward to carry 
on the brigade’s revolutionary tradition. 
Salmon, vermilion, greenish yellow, light 
blue, reddish purple. 

All the above stamps measure 27 X 
60 mm. Perf. 11. Photogravured. 


♦ 
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BASICS OF THE CHINESE LANGUAGE 


» i 


INTRODUCTION 


\ 




i 


What is usually referred to as “Chinese” is really 
the language of the Han nationality, which makes up 
over 90 percent of China’s population. It has many 
different dialects. The Chinese being popularized 
throughout China today is called putonghua (common 
speech). It is based on the northern dialect with 
Peking pronunciation as the standard. The lessons 
given here are in putonghua. 

The Chinese language, with a written history of 
over 3,000 years, has developed greatly in the last 
several decades. Especially since the founding of the 
People’s Republic of China, the vigorous development 
of the socialist revolution and socialist construction 

has created many new terms like (big leap 

* 

forward), (people’s commune), (ex¬ 
perimental plot), £ (move to the countryside), 

etc. These have enlarged and enriched the Chinese 
vocabulary and strengthened the power of expression 
of the language. 


; * ' 


Using the phonetic alphabet to write Chinese is 
the fundamental orientation for the reform of the 
Chinese written language, but this cannot be realized 
in a short time. Much work on the reform of the writ¬ 
ten language has been done since the founding of the 
People’s Republic of China, including simplification 
of characters. Since 1956 over 2,000 commonly used 
characters have been simplified. For example, tsfc sim¬ 
plified is P , H simplified is If. The simplification 
of characters reduces difficulty in learning them and 
makes them much more convenient to write. 

Organizations responsible for the reform of the 
written language are continuing to collect and study 
simplified characters created by the people in their 
everyday practice. More simplifications will be of¬ 
ficially recognized and popularized. Our language les¬ 
sons use the simplified forms. 


CHINESE PRONUNCIATION 


Before we get into pronunciation, a few words 
about the Chinese Phonetic Alphabet. This alphabet 
uses letters from the internationally-accepted Latin al¬ 
phabet to indicate the pronunciation of the Chinese 
characters. As the characters themselves do not rep¬ 
resent sounds, the phonetic alphabet is a convenient 
tool which helps overcome difficulties in reading, 
writing and remembering the characters. 

The key to pronunciation of the Chinese Phonetic 
Alphabet below uses as a guide the International Pho¬ 
netic Alphabet and similar sounds in English. 


I. Key to Chinese Phonetic Alphabet 


C.P.A. 1 

b (o) 

P (°) 
m (o) 


LP.A.2 

t> 

P‘ 

m 



» 


Initials 

Key Words 
bay (de-voiced 3 ) 


pay 

may 





f (o) 

f 

fair 

d(e) 

d 

day (de-voiced) 

t (e) 

t‘ 

take 

n (e) 

n 

nay 

1(e) 

1 

lay 

g (e) 

• 

g 

gay (de-voiced) 

k (e) 

k‘ 

kay 

h(e) 

x 

hay 

JO) 

t<3 

jeep (palatal 4 ) 

q(0 

t(S‘ 

cheer (palatal) 

x(i) 

0 

she (palatal) 

zh(i) 

t§ 

judge (retroflex 3 , de-voiced) 


1 Chinese Phonetic Alphabet 

2 International Phonetic Alphabet 

3 “De-voiced” means the vocal cords do not vibrate 
“Palatal” means the tip of the tongue touches the hard palate. 

s “Retroflex” means the tip of the tongue is slightly curled. 


i 


* 



ch (i) 

t§* 

.church (retroflex) 

sh (i) 

' .-§ 

shirt (retroflex) 

r (i) 

i * 

A. 

leisure (retroflex) 

z (i) 

ts 

reads (de-voiced) 

c(i) 

ts‘ 

hats 

s(i) 

s 

say 

y (0 

j 


w (u) 

w • 

way 

«*■ 

% 

* 

(2) 

Finals 

C.P.A. 

IJP.A. 

Key Words 

a 

a 

► 

father 

0 

0 

saw (approximately) 

e 

Y 

her (British) 

• 

i 

1 

see 

u 

4 

u 

rude 

•• 

u 

y 

French tu, German fiihlen 

« * 


(i with rounded lips) 

er 

or 

err (tongue slightly curled) 

ai 

*' 
ai 

eye 

ei 

ei 

eight 

ao 

au 

now 

ou 

ou 

old 

an 

an 

can 

en 

on 

turn (British) 

ang 

arj 

German Gang 

eng 

* 

Arj 

sung 

ong 

UJ} 

German Lunge 

ia 

ia 

Asia 

ie 

ie 

yes 

iao 

iau 

yowl 

in 

iou 

you (approximately) 

Ian 

ien 

yen 

In 

in 

in 

* 4 

iang 

iao 

young (approximately) 

ing 


sing 

iong 

yq 

German j finger (approxi¬ 
mately) 

ua 

ua 

guano 

no 

uo 

wall 

uai 

uai 

wife 

j 

ni 

uei 

we (approximately) 

uan 

uan 

one (approximately) 

un 

uon 

4 

went (approximately) 

uang 

uag 

oo + ahng 

ueng 

uog 

oo + eng 

lie 

ye 

ti + eh 

uan 

yan 

ii + an 

tin 

yn 

German griin 


n. Tones 


In Chinese the pitch and change in pitch of a syl¬ 
lable makes for a difference in meaning. This dis¬ 
tinguishing pitch is called the “tone”. There are four 

< t 

tones in Peking dialect, represented by the following 
marks: 


— 1st tone, high and level 
/ 2nd tone, rising 
V 3rd tone, falling-rising 
\ 4th tone, falling 

The tone mark is placed above the main final, 
and when the main final is “i”, the dot is omitted. 

Each character has its own definite tone. For 
example, m&i 3? (to buy) is 3rd tone, m&i # (to sell)- 
. is 4th tone. Both syllables have the same initial and 
final, but because their tones are different, their 
meanings are also different. Here are a few more 


examples: 




1st tone 

2nd tone 

3rd tone 

4th tone 

— 


# 

#- 

yi 

yi 

y» 

y» 

(one) 

(move) 

(chair) 

(translate) 

M. 


JL 

% 

wu 

wu 

wu 

wu 

(house) 

% 

(none) 

(five) 

(fog) 

J£ 

% 

* 


jfi 

j“ 

ju 

jfi 

(dwell) 

(bureau) 

(raise) 

(sentence) 

it 


m 

fa 

tong 

t6ng 

tong 

tfing 

(through) 

(bronze) 

(barrel) 

(ache) 


Jl 



zhi 

zhi 

zhi 

zhi 

(weave) 

(straight) 

(paper) 

(rule, cure) 




$ 

chuan 

chuan 

chuan 

chu&n 

(wear) 

(boat) 

(pant) 

(string) 


& 


"Sr 

qiang 

qiang 

qiSng 

qi&ng 

(gun) 

(wall) 

(rob) 

(irritate the 

' 


throat) 

♦ 



k. 

. it 

yun 

yun 

yun 

yfin 

(dizzy) 

(cloud) 

(permit) 

(transport) 






• • '§’■ 

jfe 

xue 

xu6 

xuS 

xu h 

(boot) 

(study) 

(snow) 

* 

4 

(blood) 

ft 


. -la 

ft 

jie 

ji6 


j ih 

(street) 

(festival) 

(older sister) 

(lend, bor- 

i 


row) 


b ¥ 


Syllable Drill 

A * 

1. Monosyllabic words: 
qing & (light-weight) hud £'] (draw lines) 

k5u a (mouth) diad # (lose, drop) 


2. Disyllabic words: 
jucMng Jg'Jty (theal 


qunzhdng ££& (masses 
ylyu&n ELK; (hospital) 


xfiysko (need) 

canjia (participate) rdnmfn (people) 

hndinidn 'tf (think of) xi6ngmao $5 (panda) 

z&ipn (good-bye) zdzhl (magazine) 


funfl -ti-k- (woman) 


hudnghun & (twilight) 


(Note: The u after j, q, x and y is pronounced u.) 


3. Polysyllabic words: 
pingpangqiu (table tennis) 

balSiwu e£ i?# (ballet) 

MzudsM (cooperative) 


. 4 - 


tushuguan g|^f£ (library) 
zillgengsheng & f} (self-relia 
shishiqiushi (seek truth 


(Note: The i after z, c, s, zb, ch, sh and r sounds like the voiced 

•X 

prolongation and weakening of the preceding initial.) 


HI. Light Tone, Change of Tones and the 

Retroflex Ending -r 

1. Light tone 

When a syllable is unstressed, it loses its original 
tone and becomes weak and short. No tone mark is 
written above syllables of the light tone. For example: 
tamen fetfi (they) mingzi (name) • 
xihuan (fond of) kiqi (polite) 

v 

2. Change of tones 

Half-third tone: A syllable of the 3rd tone 
followed by^a syllable of the 1st, 2nd, 4th or light, 
tone is pronounced with only the falling part of the 
tone without its final rise. We call this the half-third 

f» 

tone. For example: ... 

* 

BSijing it TjC (Peking) zMngql g 3f (orderly) 

f&ngw&n (visit) nuanhuo (warm) 

When a third tone is followed by another third 
tone, the first third tone is read as a second tone. For 

j 

example: 

yduhao (y6uhao) (friendly) 
llxiang (llxiang) 3 £,*g, (ideal) 
ySnggan (ydngg&n) j%3t (brave) 

N! Mo! (NI Mo!) ijtif | (How are you!) 

Ni zio! (NI Mo!) -ft -ft (Good morning!) 

3. Retroflex ending -r In Chinese, there are many 
words which are pronounced with a retroflex -r at the 
end. The retroflex -r is not an independent syllable 
itself, but combines with the preceding final to change 
its sound. 

huar fcJt (flower) ger $u l (song) 

wdnr sui (play) xiaohair Jl (child) 

yihuir —-£■ ;L (a moment) yidiinr — Ji (a little) 
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I. Characteristics 

Chinese characters are the symbols used to write 
Chinese. Modem Chinese characters fall into two 
categories: one with a- phonetic component, the other 
without it. Most of those without a phonetic compo¬ 
nent developed from pictographs. From ancient 
writing on archaeological relics we can see their 

evolution. 






© 






* 

» 


J 



It is possible to draw a pictur^of a concrete object 
but abstract concepts were represented by symbols. 







. . * 

Aside from these, there are also characters made 
up of two or more, other characters. For example, 
EJ and combine to give $ ming (bright); A leaning 

against & gives xiu (rest). • - 

‘ " ' « 

Characters of this type which contain phonetic 
components account for only a small proportion of 
all Chinese characters, but many of them are in com¬ 
mon use. 


The overwhelming majority of Chinese characters 
contain a phonetic component. In addition to this 
phonetic, they contain a signific, which indicates the 
meaning. For instance, in the character cao 
(grass), the signific -w- (originally a picture of grass) 
carries the meaning while the phonetic -f- zio provides 

an approximate guide to the sound.. 

* 9 

Learning to recognize phonetics and signifies is 
a help to learning characters. Knowing the pro- 

m 

nunciation of one character, by analogy it is possible 
to infer the pronunciation of many others containing 

the same phonetic. 

* 

* . . 

For example: 

7 ? fang: 

# fang Ey fang, % fang # fang 
£y fang iy fang yfc fang 

C. ba: 

*£, ba ba £ ba g ba 4s ba 

% bi . )e, M 

% ' 

Because pronunciation has changed over the 
centuries, many phonetics now indicate only the 
approximate sound, like -f- zao in ^ cao. Others 
no longer indicate the sound at all. Owing to changes 
in the form of characters, some signifies no longer 
have their original shape. Therefore signifies and 
phonetics are only a limited aid in learning characters. 


n. Structure of Characters and 

Rules for Writing 

9 

« 

* - 9 

4 

Some characters are quite complex, and to remem¬ 
ber them one. must analyze them. Characters are gen- 
erally composed of several basic structural parts called 


“character components”. Some character components 
can stand- by themselves; for instance, a. is itself a * 
character. Most characters, however, are made up. of 


two or more components. Some are. made up of upper 


like si g (think) ; 
.rid' left sides, ‘'like 


* » 

(tap) aid 


1 , 

hdng is. (red); still others of inside and outside 


parts, like gu6 @ (country) and kang (healthy). 

* * . i , 

Although the number of characters is quite large, there 


are only a limited number of character components. 

f • * 

Once one leanis some of the character components, 

* 9 

it becomes easy to recognize and write many characters. 
All character components are 'written with the fol¬ 


lowing eight basic strokes: : 



Stroke 

Name 

F 

* 1 


A dian 

♦ 

dot 

¥ 

■ » 

* r 

# h£ng 

horizontal 

1 

'£ shu 

vertical 


M pie 

left-falling 

0 

* ' » 

nil 

right-falling 

s 

4&t i 

rising, 

1 HA 

gou 

hook 

• 

T— 

4/f zh6 

turning . 


• * 

. - ► 

These strokes are basically straight lines and should 
not be written in curves like Latin letters. From top 
to bottom and from left to right are the main directions* 


Following are the rules for order of strokes when 
writing character components and characters. 

* ■ 4 » ... t 

* ► 

♦ ' . . 

• ■ ' ' * * . ♦ * 

Example Stroke Order : Rule 

* * * 

• • ' ' ‘ ’ , , ‘ ‘ 

i_ i_ First horizontal,, then 

I * * I 4 i f * ’ 

1 vertical , 







} F7 F7 F9 

* 

t 

I 



First left-falling, then 
right-falling ■ 

From top to' bottom 

r 

From left to right 

’ i 

* • 

• « 

a * 

First outside, then 
inside 

Finish inside, then 
close ' 

Middle, then the two 
sides : 


Analysis of some sample characters: 

, 4 *- 


0 

* 

0 





AA / A A/ A A 

Ju — J- i 


V 1 



r * 

** u \ r» v 



irmram 

% 

n'f.n ■ 

8 I U B 

A •* 4 ^ X 

0 1 17 ft 0 0 





► - 



s 





l . 




/ 


* % % % 

X ^ t 

S-rAkS 


V * % % 







& 

A> A 


— Z- s; 

. t 

4 

* 

?jc J 7} 7\ ?jc 


r ’ ? 


• I » 


As explained before, most characters are made up 
of two or more components. Those components used 
most frequently are called radicals and are sometimes 

themselves characters. Chinese dictionaries are gen- 

+ 

erally arranged according to radicals. 


Radicals Examples 


i 


4 




•t 


i 




-«• 





F 

n 

t 


► 



j'j m 


7^ 


A 


4 


-ft #- It 4fe 

iL it i§L 

& M 





■fc -It t: 




f 



3 4&4&M4t 



Radicals Examples 


q 




7} 

*' 


1 

3f 




* 


*L 


O’ <**] *9f v, 



a mmm 


#j> 


A 





4fc & ?'l 

#■ 

/fi. 35 






jL js^ % ■ jyt 

X 3*. 3JL 









5L 


5tf 


£ 



« l“] 

1 

» 

?! 


& iSt 

♦ 

r 

/t 


1 • 

r 




r 

5^ 

4- 


* 

Reprinted from the “Language Corner” of 
the magazine CHINA RECONSTRUCTS 



